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Discussion  of  the  Ori  in  and  Early  Facts 
Regarding  the  Langston  Name 
and  family 
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the  name  at  that  time  was  spelled  TiLangton,,:  ’’Langeton,  or 
"Langston. ;T  Later,  the  name  crystallize;  into  the  spelling 
we  nov  use,  and  has  continued  as  such.  In  early  colonial  days, 
the  may  rossiblv  be  found  swelled  "Langston,"  ’'function, " 

or  ;,Lancton.M  This  was  due  in  all  probability  to  tne  face 
that  many  early  settlers  were  illiterate  and  the  name  was 
spelled  according  to  sound. 

To  the  best  of  our  knowledge,  the  Langston  family  is 
of  Inglish  origin.  In  Surnames  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
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In  the  -'James  Sprunt  Historical  Publications,”  Vols.  9-13,  we 
find  an  interesting  explanation  for  this.  In  the  chapter, 

"The  Granville  District  --  Immigration  into  District,"  we 
find  the  following:  "As  has  been  mentioned  before,  Dari  Gran¬ 
ville  showed  some  real  interest  in  his  Carolina  estate  for  the 
first  decade  of  its  existence.  He  attempted  to  develop  it  and 
make  not  only  a  fortune  from  it,  but  also  to  create  a  thriving 
class  of  tenants.  He  induced  the  best  immigrants  to  settle  in 
his  district.  Large  numbers  of  immigrants  from  Pennsylvania, 

.  ary  land  and  Virginia  settled,  the  northern  and  western  por¬ 
tions  of  his  territory.  The  land  was  cheap  and  also  easy  to 
obtain  at  this  time.  In  Pennsylvania,  land  was  so  dear  that 
very  few  immigrants  could  settle  there;  and  in  Virginia  laws 
against  religious  liberty  were  very  unattractive  and  objection¬ 
able.  Many  people  from  these  colonies,  and  also  many  from  Ire¬ 
land,  coming  by  way  of  these  colonies,  finally  settled  in  Gran¬ 
ville’s  District."  This  Granville  District  was  in  northern 
North  Carolina  as  nearly  as  we  can  ascertain.  This  informa¬ 
tion  gives  an  interesting  insight  into  the  fact  that  so  many 
Langstons  in  this  country  trace  back  originally  to  northeastern 
North  Carolina  and  southeastern  Virginia.  He  have  been  unable 
to  secure  lists  of  passengers  on  early  ships  landing  in  this 
area,  but  many  Langston  families  evidently  landed  or  eventual¬ 
ly  settled  in" Kansemond  County,  Virginia,  and  within  fifty  to 
one  hundred  miles  in  each  direction  from  this  center.  From 
this  center,  many  present-day  Langston  families  have  radiated. 

Early  records  show  that  many  or  most  of  these  early 
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up  these  threads  of  information.  Perhaps  the  data 
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the  work.  The  old  family  records  are  mostly  lost.  it  is 
exceedingly  difficult  so  trace  most  families  back  beyond  JL750 , 
but  from  the  location  of  the  Langstons  at  that  time,  we  feel 
safe  in  saying  that  our  statements  given  above  will  bo  correct 
in  a  g.snsr^l  way.  Much  remains  to  be  done.  Some  of  our  in¬ 
ferences  may  be  in  error,  but  we  are  recording  our  f innings  as 
faithfully  as  we  can.  The  early  records  are  exceecingly  hazy 
as  far  as  the  Lannstcns  themselves  are  concerned. 


The  Janes  Sprunt  Publications  mentioned  previousl;r 
say  also  that  these  early  settlers  radiated  in  al’  jn‘  ~ 
and  settled  in  the  back  country. 
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son,  Joseph ,  and  a  grandson,  Jcnn, who  was  the  .  father  of  our 
Solomon.  V.e  have  tried  to  substantiate  this  information,  aa 
in  all  humility  and  courtesy  must  state  that  no  autnentic  in¬ 
formation  has  been  found  to  uphold  this  statement  from .Francis 
Langston.  The  Earl  of  Jersey  went  by  the  name  of  Villiers^ or 
de  Yilliers,  and  we  have  been  unable  to  find  a  single  one  coal¬ 


ing  the  name  of  Langston.  Ee  say  this^not 
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Solomon  Langston  and  His  Brothers 


Throw*  Bessie  Foole  Lanb's  excellent  book,  ’^Genealogi¬ 
cal  History  of  the  Poole,- Langston,  Meson,  and  iu.no.rec,  laailies, 
we  learn  that  Solomon  Langston  fas  born  in  Irelana  ij* 

Tamilv  tradition  in  the  Bennett  Langston  branch  of  th-  farailj 
savs  that  the  family  lived  in  Scotland  before  coning  to  America. 
Evidently  since  the  name  is  English,  the  family  migrated  from 
nr’- land  to  Scotland,  then  to  Ireland,  then  to  America.  rauily 
tradition  also  said  that  there  were  two  brothers  who  accompanie 

Solomon  Langston.  After  long  search  we  fcy®h^ertfn  Metric* 
one  of  these  brothers  was  John  nangs ton  mho  _  settled _  _n  Histi 

96 ,  nov;  Greenville,  South  Carolina,  ^ecomin^  to  . 

Langston,  Route  11,  Springfield,  feisgouri,  he  mb  oorn  in  i  - 
land  in  1715,  but  one  D.A.R.  record  says  it  nas  17^0  m  Sco  ^ana. 
He  has  many  descendants  in  this  country some  living  in  crlanao , 
Florida,  and  some  in  the  vicinity  of  Springfield,  Missouri. 

Solomon’s  other  brother  has  not  yet  been  identified,  Jbut^ 
ue  feel  that  a  Col.  Washington  Langston  of  Laurens  County,  sou  mi 
Carolina,  may  be  the  man.  This  is  c-nly  s  conjecture,  but  xt 
Tv  ill  bear  further  investigation.  This  Washington  Langston  is 
said  by  descendants  in  this  line  to  have  huu 

Techoniah’s  descendants  lived  in  Sangamon  County,  Illinois, 
and  have  scattered  to  a  great  extent  to  other  parts  of  the 

rc^  -.sHirston  Lan'ston  is  said  oo  have 
served  iTthf  Revohtikary-  or .  The  other  brother,  John, 
li^ed  in  District  96,  South  Carolina,,  (as  me  nave  said)  ,  ~d 
served  in  Roebuck’s  Regiment  during  the  Revclui-icu. 

Solomon  Langston  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1752  and  came 
to  America  sometime  before  ?7h3,  because  bie  married  S^^h 
Betiwtt  of  Craeav illc  Comic-,  Sou™  gasrc  Lin^ ,  l  a  ti.ax  ye  r. 

He  eavvi^  to  Laurels  County :  Somch  Carbine ,  ana  settleaOx 
Dur.cs n  Creek  ne&Vf  the  present  site  ot  the  Un^t.n 
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Solomon  Langston  ma; 
in  1225.  He  married  Sarah 


born  in  Ireland  in  173a  and  died 


in 


She  mas  born  n 


S  - 


' 


■ 


. 


1735  and  died  in  1810.  Mrs.  Lamb’s  book  lists  her  three  sis¬ 
ters  and  four  brothers,  but  little  is  known  of  her  family. 

The  children  born  to  Solomon  and  Sarah  Eennstt  Langston  are 
as  follows: 


1.  James  -- 

2.  Laodicea 


killed  in  the  Revolutionary  Mar. 

—  (Dicey)  --  born  1759,  died  1827. 

One  of  the  great  Revolutionary  Tar  heroines. 
Solomon,  Jr. 

4 .  He  nr y  - -  b c r n  J un e  2b,  1 7  G  9 . 

5.  Bennett  --  born  June  3.4,  1777,  died  July  22,  1860. 


3  • 


6.  Any 

7.  Fatty 
Sarah 
Selan 

10.  Mary 


8. 

c. 

V  • 


On  page  87  of  Mrs.  Lamb’s  book,  a  brief  account  is 
given  of  the  daughters  of  Solomon  Langston  in  addition  to 
interesting  data  regarding  Laodicea  (Dicey) .  Dicey  was  one 
of  the  great  heroines  of  the  Revolutionary  titr.  Mrs.  Lamb’s 
book,  pages  75  to  87,  tolls  some  of  her  thrilling  experiences 
and  gives  a  list  of  many  of  her  descendants.  Our  purpose  in 
this  history  is  to  trace  out  the  branchings  of  the  Langston 
family  through  Solomon’s  son,  Bennett. 


Of  the  sons  of  Solomon  Langston,  James  was  killed  dur¬ 
ing  the  Revolution  by  the  British.  Regarding  him,  Mrs.  Lamb’s 


GO. 


iay 


-j  ame  s 


s  on 


7c.s  active  in  the  cause  of  Liberty. 


LX  S 


volunteering  as  a  soldier  early  in  the  struggle, 
c.loealy  watched  by  his  Tory  neighbors  me  fine  11  v  los' 
life  in  an  encounter  with  them,  said  to  have  be -on  the 
in  a  hems e  in  whim  they  hemmed  hum  in  He  had  killed  several 
of  Ih'-evvi  \.H  trying  -to  make  his  escap-ow  lfiv*  ar  Langston  of 
Greeley  f  Co 'l  &rddo,,  save  -that  J  axes  in  cL  been  wounded  twice 
tut  had  reach eoU.ion. .  TM-  a  hi  ac  K?-rs  foHled  Mr,  end 

throw  htiv\  Dicv  of  the  upst-airs  wind-ouu.  it  ls  a 3  so 
ill  of  typhoid  -fever  at  the  tire  of  tn is  fc>  ttle^ 
seventeen  yoais  c2ci  at  the  tin-- .  This  bat  of 
told  by  James’  brother,  fimnett ,  to  Ambrose  Jj 
father  of  .Elmer  Langston,  mentioned  a cove . 


. .  .o 


r-,-  v.  c?  her'' 

y  ,’t'  .  oi  *r  "  nw  <w 

.  r  j  .r  O  o.  ^  v,  _ r  . .  ^  i  k_ 

-  •  r-i  *’  *  *n  O 

:  L’VmJ-i.  voj._v^ 


Solomon  Langston,  Jr.,  married  in  naur 


■rfiarec:  a  family,  but  no  record  of  his  dares- 


imn  s  w  cun  ay  and 
s  is  a  valla' 


a  vary  ccmrlete  record  of  the- 


a  o  penri'  — ;  r,  q 


>on,  Henry,  is  to  be  found  in  Mrs.  Lamb 


sonars te  section  will 


devoted 


coon, 
to 


•>  -p  _ 

-  O' 


o  lotion :  s 

cm  a  1 1  La  n.g  etc  n , 


r 
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Bennett  Langston,  the  Son  of  Solomon 


Bennett  Langston,  the  son  of  Solomon  and  Sarah  Bennett 
Langston,  was  born  in  Laurens  County,  South  Carolina,  -June  4, 
1777,  and  died  in  Indiana  July  22,  I860.  He  married  Mary  Brown 
on  April  7,  1796,  Mary  Broun  was  born  January  10,  1778,  and 
died  March  21,  1352.  She  was  the  daughter  oi  John  and  Saran 
Weeks  Brown.  Mary  Brown’s  sister,  Pamela,  married  Ddgehill  — 
Burnsides,  and  their  son  was  Ambrose  . verett  Burnsides,  tne 

_  .  _ ■  i  •  *r  T"n  ••  .  ■  n  i"".  V  ' 


Uni  to  u  otat< 


go 


rural 


jh. 


V  T 


hn 


as  corn 


in  Belfast,  Ireland, 


ut»u,  c^.  served  in  the  Revolutionary  bar . 

Believing  that  slavery  was  wrong,  Bennett  Langston  freed  his 
slaves,  sold  his  plantation,  and  moved  to  Indiana,  where  he 
settled  near  the  present  site  of  Liberty ‘ye  have  not  yea 
learned  the  exact  date  of  his  moving  to  Indiana,  out  we  do 
know  that  his  son,  Hiram  Bennett,  was  born  in  union  wounty , 
Indiana,  August  29,  1315,  so  it  occurred  previous  to  this 
time.  T.  Ml.  Langston  oi  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  said  Bennett 
had  a  big  part  in  organizing  the  government  of  that  part  oi 
the  state  vrhers  he  settled.  Bennett  and  his  viie  are  buried 
in  the  old  Baptist  graveyard  called  Village  Creek  a  few  miles 
southeast  of  Connersville ,  Indiana.  They  had  tne  following 
children: 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 
7. 

8 

9 

10 

11 


James 


-  born  April  7,  1797,  died  October  18,  1871. 

John  --  born  1799.  , OQ1 

Henry  —  born  December  17,  1802,  died  March  24,  1881. 
Matthew  —  born  January  51,  1805,  died  October  8,  130^. 
Eliza  4nn  —  born  March  6,  1807,  died  August  8,  1887. 
Isaiah"  --  born  August  21,  1800,  died  September  26,  1884. 
DUn-cca  ---  born  Kcw ember  8,  .1811,  died  September  4,  1842. 
Hir-m  Bennett  —"born  August.  29,  1813,  died  June  17,  1888 
Mar"  Ann  --  Dorn  June  7  1316. 

E'jily  --  born  April  23.  l$\$  died  December,  1850. 

Rennet  s  --  born  October  i.3 .  1623 


dieo.  "February  24,1885 


The  southern  origin  in  our  family  js  reflecfc-ecb  ixi  a 
division  which  took  place  before  tne  Citil  t^ar ,  Elmer  Langston 
of  Greeley,  Colorado*,  the  son  of  Am6roso  L^-gston,  said  he  was 
told  the  following: 


,5 James  and  John,  Bennett’s  oldest  sore,  wont  5 out  c 

—  ml.  .-x  .  -i  i*  T'T  r\  ~r 


-*-V»  p 


The  sp 


lit  was  this 


11  the  talk  then  and  they 


VTabfs'n’  e  few  years  bercre  the  Civil  'or. 
way  -*-  the-  ouescicr  of  secession  was  a  ^ 

having  been  raised  in  the  South  w ere  ir  s  grip  a  fcny  wi  .ii  aiie 

southern 


states, 


while  Henry,  the  third 


sen,  had  turned  Union 


and  Whig  —  later  Republican  —  and  then  their  fa  tear,  Benner.- , 
had  become  old  and  feeble  and  Henry  was  compm-ec  m  wane  mm 
in  as  the  older  ones  wouldn’t,  well,  he  insisted  on  faming 
his  southern  newsusners  which  Henry  objected  uo  a  o  ms  coys 
were  big  enough  to  read.  So  he  told  his  father  he  was  welcome 
in  his  home,  but  he  must  stop  the  rebel  papers  ana  n  made 


the  older  ones  angry  with  Henry.15 


- 


■ 


. 


Ano-f-hP-r  difficulty,  regarding  Bennett’s  will,  uas  a 

Langston  la^ed'the  &?tM&  Ja^s^nd^ohn^r^friendly 
tn  the  south  Such  situations  were  common  m  the  turbulent 
d»vs  before  the  Civil  War,  and  the  descendants  of  these  men 
have  ions  since  forgotten  the  heated  disputes  of  those  da/s. 

Bennett  Langston  was  a  deeply  religious  man.  . 

145-147  in  Mrs.  Lamb's  book  gives  a  copy  01  one 

to  his  brother,  Henry,  and  this  devout  nature  is  reflects  m 

it. 

Of  his  children,  Mrs.  Lamb's  book  gives  a  rather  complet 
list  of  the  descendants  of  James  Langston,  (pages  lo7-143).  A 
booklet  published  by  Mrs.  Lola  Langston  Pence  is  the  basis  of 

Mrs.  Lamb's  account. 

John  the  son  of  Bennett,  was  born  in  1799  and  died  in 
Kansas.  Persistent  searching  has  failed  to  bring  any  o 
descendants  into  correspondence  with  us. 

Matthew  died  as  a  small  child,  so  there  are  no  descen¬ 
dants  from  him. 


Eliza  Ann  died  in  Union  County.  We  know  nothing  more 


of  her. 

Rebecca  married  a  McKee. 

Mary  Ann  was  born  in  Union  County,  Indiana,  and  died  in 
Johnson  County.  She  married  a  Mr.  freeman. 


Emily  “a  a  born  in 


Union  County  and  married  a  Mr.  McKee. 

We  shall  trace  as  fully  as  possible  the  descendants  of 
i  ,  rQ.,.ej-rtrjt.  TT1c  ppnrv  Isaiah,  Hiram  Bennett,  and  b-s 
-_-ir^*Jtta.  It  mould  be  pleasant  to  know. mors  of  a_l 
of  thebe’ early  members  of  our  family,  bat  we  are  giving  all 
?hat  w;  nave  been  able  to  glean  from  many  sources. 


He  nr  y  Lang s  t  on , 


tii e  Son  of  Bennett 


Fenrv  Lan'ston,  the  son  01  Bennett  and  Lary  Broi  n 

rienrv  nn  rmn-nber  17  1802.  and  died  karch  il, 

Langston,  v/as  born  on  December  ±/,  G  -,Q?7  qhe  v;as 

1881.  He  married  Kezia  Snowden  on  may  .  . 

born  on  September  ±9,  loC.,  —  *-^-L  -;r  had  the  follow- 

Haysville ,  Indiana,  on  AU-.nist  -0,  lo8o.  mey  naa 

ing  children: 

1  “dear  —  born  April  7,  1=31,  died  March  10,  1916. 

2  Oscar  -  born  September  20,  1835,  died  hoveaocr  12,  1876. 
|  fir-  H-  -  born  June  £4,  1987,  died  Decenoer  11,  1899. 

4*.  Emmett  -  born  February  S4,y839,yie|  toayJO, 

6.  John° S .  -  born  March  13,  1945,  died  September  1,  1*30. 

7.  Rosanna  -  born  Au~ust  14,  1846,  aiea  1.30  n 

8.  Anna  Caroline  —  corn  Kay  oO,  lc49 ,  dl~d  .eDruar,  x  , 

rl,T „  Tar-st-n  of  C-reeley,  Colorado,  says  that  a 
x.li.^1  _L,tAii0o  -  J  ’ ,  ,  but  dled  before  reacn- 

dau^ht^r,  iv^ri-n,  -va.  o  children  died  young, 

ing  womanhood,  nc  also  o&ys  tjju 

•hcrs  Bella  'inters,  a  granddaughter  oi  Henry  Langston, 
was  aboiMva years  old  whin  he  died  She  remo ,  era 

m  IV*0 £  K  eves? 

like  him.  riw  nun  uui.x  i  "  t  nnr»t  Wiow  if  he 

Sh^  was  tai  1  and  slim  ana  had  blue  ey^s.  I  aoix  t  ~  ■ 

evh has  !n  the  war,  but  I  think  not."  She  says  he  was  a  v,ry 


stern  man.  He  have 


ha  i 
Y7 


ird  from  son 


source  that  we  can  not 


now  recall,  that  he  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  tor  many  years 
His  life  was  a  modest,  good  woman.  It  is  thought  that  ah. 
came  from  Union  County,  Indiana,  henry  hai^stoa  clod  -n 
Henry  County,  Indiana. 


-  - 

-*0!  <*  ,it  btf.  r,0f  ^  .  0  *  .  L£i 


Descendants  of  Henry  Langston, 
the  Son  of  Bennett 


T  T'dcar  Langston,  the  son  of  Henry  and  Kezia  Snowden  Langston, 
11  tas  born  Spril’7,  1833,  and  died  March  10  1916  He  r,as  a 
medical  doctor.  According  to  his  niece,  Mrs.  Della  inters, 
he  was  not  a  very  large  man.  He  ha a  clue  eyes.  His  xirst 
wife  was  Deborah  Oldham.  She  was  born  September  lo,  1^4, 
and  died  February  6,  1868.  To  them  were  born: 

3.  Florence  Tsadore  —  born  September  26,  1857,  died 

October  1,  1890. 

2.  Ida  Ann  —  born  February  22,  1860,  died  February  26,  1. o2. 
3*.  Charles  S.  —  born  July  3,  1862. 

4.  Emma  Jane  —  born  March  12,  I860. 

5.  Edgar  Everett  --  born  November  11,  l-o/. 

His  second  wife  was  Lucetta  Hughes.  She  was  corn  January  24, 
--  -  -  ~~  1918.  Their  children: 


1841,  and  died  January  2C 


1.  John  —  born  January  IS,  1870.  .  ^  „  ,  or70 

2.  Alice  --  born  November  11,  1871,  died  October  lo,  3 

Alfred  ---  born  April  15,  1373.  .,nn 

Laura  —  born  February  13,  1875,  died  January 
Roscoe  Franklin  --  born  March  lo,  lw77,  dj.od  ka^  1,  i-- 
Lorena  —  born  December  1,  1879. 


3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7  . 


Lorena  --  uuru  ycocn -n,  *  -  •  .  .  ,  n  n  irps 

William  Henry  —  born  March  25,  l£8o,  uieo.  April  10,  188o 


Florence  Isadora  Langston,  oLe  dan 


Deborah  Oldham  Langston,  was  born 
probably  in  Grant  County,  Indiana 
1890.  She  is  buried  in  the  Knox  C 
of  Leisure,  Indiana.  She  married 
the  son  of  Charles  and  lien  Under 
May  13,  1852,  and  died  January  7, 
also  is  buried  in  the  Knox  Chapel 
Leisure,  Indiana.  He  was  a  carpen 
is  a  list  of  the  children: 


ghter  of  j-.dgav*  and 
September  26,  1857, 


and  died  October  1, 
hapel  Cemetery  east 
Edward  Fry  Under riner 
riner.  He  was  corn 
19.14,  at  10  F.1I.  He 
Cemetery  east  of 
ter, 


The  following 


1. 

2. 


Ernest  --  born  September  9,  1383,  disc  Apiil  22,  1890. 

Buried  in  Knox  Chapel  Cemetery. 

Minnie  -  born  May  lo,  1885,  died  Fovemoer  o0. 


Lurie '  in  Knox  Chapel  cemetery. 


Carl  —  born  February  3,  1883,  in  Madison  County, 


Indiana.  He  married  Gertrude  DeLony  on 
Abril  37,  1916,  at  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
was  born  April  34,  1897,  in  Elwood, 


lii  njji  iJ-  j  j  * 

Gail  graduated  from  the  graae  school. 


Sh( 

Indiana.  „ -  , 

He  is  a  painter  and  paper  hangei  ^by 
entered  army  service  in  1917,  and_^ 
at  Camp  Sheridan  at  Montgomery,  hi 
Gober  51  he  rocc_-.ec  a 


cie . 

stationed 
a  ana  •  On. 


w  a  s 


Oc 
a  s 


second 


,  1918,  he  race: 
cook.  When  he 


er tif io&to 


ntered  the  army,  ne 


-  13  - 


-  ,  V.  -  “ 


(1) 


was  given  the  middle  name  of  Fr.  Born  to 
Carl  and  Gertrude  DeLong  Underriner  were: 
Bonnie  born  July  19,  1920,  on  route  2,  Flwood, 
Indiana,  two  miles  east  and  one-half  mile  south 
of  FI wood.  She  graduated  from  Franktcn,  Indiana, 
High  School  on  April  24,  1929. 

(2)  Edward  Eugene  --  born  February  19,  1935,  in  Pipe 
Creek  Township,  Uadi  son  County,  Indiana,  two  and 
one-half  miles  northeast  cf  Ilv/ood. 


IF 

xj  % 


Ida  Ann  Langston,’ 
ham  Langston,  was 
February  26,  1922 
22,  137S.  To  the 


the  daughter  of  Edgar  and  Deborah  Old- 
born  February  22,  1860,  and  died 

She  married  Joseph  Hannah  on  August 
m  were  born: 


1.  Bertha  --  born  March  24,  18B0.  She  married  Michael 

To  them  were 


2. 


3. 


4. 

5. 


(1) 


(2) 

(3) 


Gavin  on  October  10,  ISO: 
born: 

Ernest  —  born  July  12,  1905.  He  married  Dorothy 
John  on  December  15,  1928.  Their  children: 

(a)  Richard  Lee  --  born  December  12,  1931 

(b)  Robert  Joe  —  born  April  22,  1933. 

Harriet  r.  born  March  51,  1910. 
liens  —  born  July  12,  1915. 

Clarence  I.  —  bern  August  5,  1881.  He  married  Jessie 
Leer  on  November  3,  1915.  Their  children: 

(1)  Imogens  --  born  October  8,  1916,  She  married 
William  Bade  on  February  27,  1939.  Born  to  them: 
(a)  ‘•illiam  Stephen  —  born  August  16,  1941. 

(2)  Jeanette  —  born  October  24,  1918. 

Cllie  --  born  October  2,  1385,  and  died  August  13,  1941. 

She  married  Roy  To lie  on  April  15,  1901, 
Their  children  are: 

Francis  —  born  May  26,  1904,  died  November,  1906. 
Pauline  --  born  December  15,  1908.  She  married 
Howard  Hutchinson  on  March  17,  IS 27.  To 
them  was  born: 

(a)  Murrel  Jean  --  born  January  8, 

Herman  --  born  July  20,  1887. 

Ada  --  born  November  27,  1839.  She  marrM 


(1) 

(2) 


Jcs  heed 


7. 

8. 


on  January  3,  1910.  To  them  was  born: 

(1)  Esther  Tlien  —  born  February  2,  1925. 

Hazel  Florence  --  born  November  1,  1892.  She  married 
Roy  Conway  cn  January  16,  1915.  f Their 
children: 

Joan  —  born  Anril  7,  1914.  She  married  Robert  . 

Wisler  on  June  26,  1937.  To  them  was  born: 
(a)  Jerry  Linn  --  born  October  3,  1940. 

Madonna  --  born  March  23,  1913.  She  married  George 
Dennis  on  October  25,  1941. 

(3)  Darren  quint en  —  born  November  13, _ 1921 . 

Lonnie  —  born  November  23,  1394,  died  in  infancy. 

V/ayne  — -  born  November  21,  1398,  died  in  infancy. 


(1) 


(2) 


14 


■ 


, 
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c.  Charles  S.  Langston,  the  son  of  Edgar  and  Deborah  Oldham 
Langston,  was  born  July  3,  1862.  He  was  not  married. 

D.  Emma  Jane  Langston,  the  daughter  of  Edgar  and  Deborah^ 
Oldham  Langston,  was  born  March  12,  1865.  She  married 
Mord  Foster.  To  them  was  born: 

i  Fern  --  married  Kenneth  Dale.  To  them  was  born: 

(1)  Leva  —  born  June  09,  191?.  She  married  Edward 
Crouch  on  October  1,  1953.  To  them  '.  ere  born: 

(a)  Laveda  —  born  April  4,  1937. 

(b)  Leketta —  born  April  11, _ 1940. 

Mrs.  Fern  Dale  lives  on  noute  4,  rlvood,  Indiana. 


E. 


Edgar  E.  Langston,  the  son  of  Edgar  and  Deborah  Oluhe.m 
Langston,  was  born  November  11,  1867,  in  Grant  County, 


Indiana . 
Indiana . 


wa; 

He 

He 


hai 

has 


oeen  a 


farmer 


and  now  lives 


cit 


indfall , 


T-Tp 


June  19,  1919.  ' 

1.  Ferris  Victor 


blue  eyes 

and  weighs  about  180 

poun 

dS. 

Conway  on  March  2,  1893. 

She 

wa  s 

born 

Indiana , 

on  December  1, 

1869, 

and 

died 

'here  •  were 

three  children: 

--  born  N 

ovember  3,  1902, 

in  Grant 

Crile  Clinic  disaster  at  Cleveland,  OniCK  He 
had  an  A.B.  degree  from  Indiana  University,  and 
also  a  Doctor  of  Medicine  degree,  and  was 
specializing  in  Eyes,  Ears,  lose,  ana  Throat  at 


Crile  Clinic.  1 
curly  hair,  wa s 


[e  had  blue  eyes,  light  brown 
short  and  rather  heavy, 


2.  Faye  --  born  December  1,  1908,  in 


Grant 


n 


ounty, 


Indiana.  She  graduated  from  windfall, . Indiana, 
High  School  .n  19  26.  She  has  clone.  hair,  clut 
eyes,  and  light  complexion. 


pounds .  Sb 


She  weighs  lb 3 

married  Alton  B.  Heath  on  August  17, 
1927.  He  is  an  insurance  agent.  They  are  members 
of  the  ■"indfall  Christian  Church,  and  their 
residence  is  in  "indfall.  They  have  one  son: 

(1)  Boyd  Alton  ---  born  March  21,  19  29,  at  Elwood, 
Indiana.  He  has  blond  hair,  blue  eyes,  we 

>  o  • 

sraber  of  the 

an  Church. 


,  ,  weighs 

85-  pounds,  and  his  height  is  4  feet  inch* 

He  is  in  the  seventh  grade  and  a 
YJin&ia 


fall  Christi 


3.  Ma: 


:ine  ■ 
Indi: 


-  born  February  15,  1913,  in  Howard  County, 
na.  She  graduated  from  '"indfall  High-  Scnool 


in  1932.  She  has  brown  hair,  brown 


es,  and 


weighs  130  pounds.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Hoobs 
Christian  Church.  On  May  1,  1931,  she  married_ 
Her  shell  Trimble.  He  is  a  farmer  and  the  family^ 
fives  on  a  farm  on  Route  4,  Tipton,  Indiana.  The 
children  are: 


' 


r. 


(1)  Hershell  Arlen—  born  March  14,  1934,  at  Ilv/ooci, 

(?)  FerSliaKeithD--db0TObMM0h  28,  1936,  at  rivood, 

'  Indiana  He  has  black  hair  and  blue  eyes 

,,,  I'ichael3 Joe  --  born  August  31,  1939,  at  Sl’.vood, 

(5)  klC5ndiana?  Has  blond  hair,  blue  eyes,  and  light 

(4)  Be th°Ar leen° --  born  February  28,  1941,  at  rlwood, 
(4)  ®  jnaiana.  Has  black  hair  and  blue  eyes. 

son  of  Fdgar  and  Lucetto  Hughes 
L" ng  s ton°  was  *  born  in  Grant  County,  Indiana,  on  January 
13  S1870  On  March  13,  1395,  he  married  Ora  Belle  L«*jSOn. 
Sh4  was  born  December  5,  1875,  and  died  December  1,  1918. 
John' is  a  farmer  and  his  present  residence  is  Mit.  1, 
Plwood  Indiana.  He  is  a  deeply  religious  man  ano.  n-s 
been  active  in  the  Christian  Church  for  many  yea*o.  H 
hafa  light  complexion,  has  blue  eyes,  and  weighs  .bout 


hair  was  dark  red,  she  had  blue 
and  weighed  1G5  pouads.  Tuer- 


170  pounds.  His  wife’s 
eye  s ,  a  fair  comp  legion, 
v/ere  four  daughters: 

1  yedah  —  born  October  10,  1395,  in  Grant  County 
Indiana.  She  married  vfayne  Downs^on  Febiuary  -  , 
id/  Fas  born  Becenoer  ao,  x^9<..  He  .nor..o 

the  Sinclair  Oil" Company.  Their  present  address  is 
218  '-Vest  Tenth  Street,  Anderson,  maiana.  Vedah  h 
light  brown  hair  and  weighs  lob  pounds.  Her  hc.sby ■  ■ 
has  sandy  hair  and  blue  eyes  ana  weight  loO  pounds. 
They  have  one  son 


(i) 


Victor  Eugene  —  born  April _9,  1915  in  Madison 

founts  Indiana.  He  nas  rea  nair,  li6— 

Count,  ,  ma-c*  .  .  168  B0UZlds.  He  operates  an 


plexion,  and  weigns  .  T  ,,  Fe 

pf'('pqsoi’ias  shoe  at  rencileton,  IuO.i-.-c-*  H 

aCCeSbOiioh  _  t  o'-’o  oVi^  vm  c  horn 

married  lilsen  Clem  June  17,  19o9.  She  nas  Do.n 
fTav  30  1916.  She  has  light  brown  hair,  uar^ 

coipfsiion;  and  weighs  140  pounds.  They  have 


(a)  Sandra  Sue  —  born  January  6,  1942. 
a  light  complexion,  ana  sanav  hai__. 


She  has 
She 

weighed  6  lb.  14  oz.  uiien  born.  lhe  Pi-s-,..t 
address  of  the  family  is  Pendleton,  Indian-. 

?.  Mildred  —  born  March  21,  1904,  in  Grant  County, 

I*  -  .  qv,,  a  c,  blonde  and  we i whs  21o  pouiias.  Her 

Indiana.  Sne  is  oionae  a-i-  ^ 

present  address  is  Few  Lancaster,  Route  b  ■ 

Indiana.  She  married  Iveretr  ^mibar^er  on  q 
1925.  He  mas  born  Movsmoer  4,  1901,  in  WWW’ 

Indiana.  He  is  a  scnocl  tecicner. 


To  them  were  born: 


(1)  Joyce  Ann 
10,  1927. 


,  -Arrmiior  a  1037.  6  i e d  November 
born  novemoer  -±,  ^ 


-  16  - 


■ 

- 


(2)  Darle  Lou  —  born  August  8,  1950,  in  Madison 
County,  Indiana.  She  is  blond  and  weighs  165 
pounds. ' 

5.  Nell  --  born  September  5,  1907,  in  Grant  county, 
Indiana.  She  is  blond  and  weighs  155  pounds.  She 
married  Harold  baynire  August  1,  1926.  He  was^ born 
February  25,  1906,  in  Grant  County,  Indiana.  He  has 
black  hair,  brown  eyes,  dark  complexion,  and  weighs 
180  pounds.  He  is  a  farmer.  Their  address  is  Route 
1,  Fairmcunt,  Indiana,  on  the  old  Langston  homestead. 
There  are  two  sons: 


Kyle  B. 
County , 
weighs 


—  born  December  1,  1929, 
Indiana.  He  is  blond,  ha 
30  pounds. 


in  Madison 
s  blue  eyes 


> 


(2)  Von  Lee  --  born  April  20,  1931,  in  Grant  Comity, 
Indiana.  He  has  black  hair,  dark  complexion, 
brown  eyes,  and  weighs  65  pounds. 


She  is  blond  and 
Cooper  on 


Charles 


4.  Eileen  —  born  October  14,  1913. 
weighs  150  pounds.  She  married 
October  16,  1958.  He  was  born  Hay  17,  1913,  in 
Flwcocl,  Indiana.  He  is  blond  and  weighs  135  pounds. 

He  is  engaged  in  transfer  business  and  at  the  tomato 
factory. Their  present  address  is  1821  South  3  Street, 
Elvioocf,  Indiana."  They  have  one  son: 


(1)  David  Charles  -• 
Indiana . 


born  May  20,  1940,  in  .ilwood, 


G.  Roscoe  Franklin  Langston,  the  son  of  Edgar  and  Lucetta 

Hughes  Lanaston,  was  born  in  Green  Township,  Grant  County, 
Indiana,  on  March  13,  1877,  and  died  at  Blwccd,  Indiana, 
on  May  4,  1939.  He  had  blue  eyes  and  light  hair,  ana  was 
known  as  "Big  Frank-  to  distinguish  him  from  the  writer’s 
father  (Oscar  Francis  Langston,  also  called  Frank).  Most 
of  his  life  was  spent  in  Grant  County,  Indiana.  On 
December  50,  1905",  he  married  Lillie  nlice  Lawson,  the 
ceremony  being  performed  by  a  minister  named  Hammer  .tills  ^ 
of  Phlox,  Indiana.  She  was  born  in  Union  Township,  Howard 
County,  Indiana,  on  May  2,  1881.  ohe  has  erov.-n  eyes  ana 


auburn  hair.  Ho 


children  were  born  to  this  union.  They 


bought  Frank's  father's  home  place  in_1917_and  lived 


there  until 


ne  became 


ii: 


He"  moved  to  Llwood 


m 


December  2,  1935,  and  he  died  on  Ik- y 
him,  his  wife  says.  :,I  know  that  he  on 

men  that  ever  lived .  It  v/ill  soon  ox 


*  r.  Q 


Regarding 
the  bvst 


miss  hir,: 


jus 


as  mucn  a 


at  fi: 


i area  years  and  I 
Is  never  has  seemed 


home  since  he  was  taken." 


-  lv  - 


. 


II. 


tt  t ore^a  Langston,  the  daughter  of  Edgar  and  Luc otta  Hughes 
t  a?®ston  Sas him  December  1,  1879.  She  marne:  Howard 
Belie r  on’ October  15,  1898.  She  was  known  as  '’Rene-  or 
"Rena.1’  There  was  one  son: 

1.  Merrill  —  He  married  May  Carr  on  October  50,  1957. 
They  have  one  daughter: 


(1)  Marilyn  —  born  July  19,  1938. 


Oscar  Lenr.ston,  ths  son  of  Henry  and  Kezia  Sncvrden  Langston, 
rras  fcorr.  September  20,  1835,  ant  ciog  hovsraoer  >  ' 

He  married  Sarah  Trances  Meyers  e oc-» . _lo60 .  &he  w»  oo. » 
October  21,  1339,  and  died  July  cl,  l»8o.  iuej  had  SaVaii 

children: 

1.  Thomas  Uildey  born  December  5,  1861,  died  September  14, 
1959. 

2.  7/illiam  —  died  young  ^  1Pqp 

3.  Milton  Herndon  —  corn  April  lo,  iSoo, 

4.  Ada  A  del  la  ---  born  I/ay  31,  1869. 

5.  Keturah  --  died  young. 

6.  Dora  --  diet  young.  ,nr,n  ,,  ^  --  rori,-uPT.  17, 

7.  Oscar  Francis  --  born  February  14,  j-87  /  ,  di-d  i  0^r.mer 

1938. 


According  to  his  dan wn 


^ter,  Della,  (Ada  Adslia) ,  he  suffered 
sunstroke  while  working  on  the  roof  of  the  barn  he  '^s 
building  for  a  Mr.  Frame  near .Rushvilie ,  Inc.ic^  in  1.4  , 
this  barn  was  still  standing.  She  goes  on  ,0  sa>,  He  n.yer 
was  w-11  afterwards,  but  got  bettor  and  on  Sunday  was  much 
bitter  “  l’r  Heuber  this  so  wall  -  my  mother  warmed  a  big 
bread  board  for  him  tc  put  his  feet  on  to  keep  them  warm 
and  I’d  sit  on  it  and  he  wouid  move  me  ar^unc.  1  u .  lho.t 
night  he  became  worse.  My  mother  got  un  to  turn  him  cv^r 


ana 


death  had  struck  him.  It  wa 


apoplexy  that  killed 


He  had  coal  black 

a 


v. -? -m  tip  was  very  fleshy  and.  not  so  taj.1.  ,  , 

hair.  ’"He  was  a  carpenter  and  alec  a  briclc  mason  and  quit 
gardener.  Ho  could  turn  Ins  hand  to  most.  aa/t.iiu?  (a.xd  ,n./ 
tell  me  my  mother  never  allowed  anyone  to  beat  nor  at  an, 
thing).  The  last  thing  my  father  ever  did  ’..as  to  to .w  t» 
Renub  11  can  ticket  a  few  days  before, 

*  «  •  •  l  1 .  _  m  e  I*  .*■ « 


hQ 


ci  sd . 


them  yet  putt ing_ his 
take  him.  He  1 
remember  going 

to  church  once  and  how  is  did  rain  on  us: 
want  ’n  vrt *tr  much  but  sai: 


can  see 

i  iic  carrie  go  on  a  feather  bee.  tc- 
to  the  Universal!  st  Church  and 
l  in  a  spring  wagon  to  Dublin,  Inc 1 ana 
,h  vn-ivi  on  -si  My  mother  didn’t 
would  r:o  anc  made  tne  re-- 

mark  it  may  be  the  last  place  to  go  with  him.  It  -as 
she  was  glad  she  wj-ni.  She  was  a  n- thoo.i^ 

She  believed  in  the  running  water.  I  romcmcei 
tell  me  that  there  was 
*•>  ^  w  ^  w  w ...  _ 

the 


but 


10 


better  woman 

always  welcomed 
violin  suit 


!  V 


both  were  very  congenial  and 
were  full  of  fun.  Ho  played 


w  a  r. 

Jr  1 Id  p  i” 

L  ii'-A.  0  % 

r  lived. 

v  erycne 

o  1m  i  “t* 
cl  XU* 


end 
immersed 


They 


Th. 


They 


' 


were  both  very  jolly  at  all  tines.  ’Then  my  mother  got  up 
to  turn  him  over,  she  sav/  death  had  struck  him,  but  he  pur 
distance  to  flight  (as  his  obituary  says)  and  selectee"  the 
verse  and  chapter  and  who  was  to  preach  his  funeral.  His 
name  was  Brooks.  He  told  my  mother  to  do  the  best  she 
could  to  raise  the  children,  especially  his  little  curly- 
headed  girl  (that  was  myself)  as  I  was  the  only  girl  living.'' 


Quoting 
wT.  C.  Brooks,  we  f 
the  fine  character 


from  a  passage  in  the  obituary  written  by 
e  find  the  following  words  which  testify  to 
of  Oscar  Langston: 


"Oscar  Langston,  born  September  20,  1835,  ...  died 
November  12,  1876,  at  the  age  of  forty  years  at  his  residence 
in  Rush  County,  Indiana.  Cut  down  in  the  prime  of  his  life, 
he  left  a  wife  and  four  children  and  an  age''  and  most 
estimable  father  and  mother,  brothers  and  sisters,  and  many 
friends  to  mourn  his  untimely  departure  ...  few,  if  any, 
could  be  found  with  more  high  sustaining  faith  and  hope 
than  Brother  Osccir  Langston.  Rarely  can  there  be  found 
those  of  any  Christian  profession  whose  life  was  in  more 
simple,  truthful,  beautiful  ways  conformed  to  the  Divine 
Pattern." 

A.  Thomas  Fildey,  the  son  of  Oscar  and  Sarah  prances  Me3rers, 
was  born  December  5,  1861,  and  died  in  Indianapolis, 
Indiana,  on  September  14,  1059.  Parly  in  life,  he 
taught  school.  Later,  he  served  for  many  years  as  a 
railway  mail  clerk,  retiring  on  pension.  His  first 

wife  was  Piizabeth  41sman.  The  second  was  Mary  Black- 
lidge  Coffin.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  his  residence 
was  at  2047  Park  Avenue,  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

B.  Ada  ndella  Langston  (Della),  the  daughter  of  Oscar  and 
Sarah  prances  Meyers  Langston,  was  born  may  21,  1859, 
near  Rushville,  Indiana.  She  married  John  Leisure 
March  25,  1891.  He  was  born  July  8,  1867,  at  Rushville, 
Indiana,  and  died  July  4,  1901.  She  married  her  second 
husband,  John  R.  Pinters,  on  July  25,  1904.  He  was  born 
at  Steubenville,  Ohio,  December  3,  1855,  and  died  March 
31,  1951.  She  had  three  children  by  her  first  marriage: 

1.  Carrie  Lavon  Leisure  —  born  June  23,  1893.^ 

2.  william  Chase  Leisure  --  born  March  13,  1895. 

5.  Helen  Frances  Leisure  —  born  February  6,  1899. 


Della  Langston  Pinters  is  the  last  living  member  of  her 
father's  family.  In  younger  life,  she  had  long,  black 
hair.  Her  eyes  are  dark  and  she  is  a  bundle  of  energy. 
She  has  borne  great  sorrows  without  bitterness,  and  she 


. 


. 

. 

a  .a 


■ 


has  done  more  than  anyone  will  ever  know  in  helping 
Prieiids  and  relatives  in  tneir  afilictions.  '*<e  ais  in¬ 
debted  to  her  for  many  of  the  bits  of  information  in  our 
Langston  history.  She  is  sharp  in  her  criticisms  when 
she  feels  one  is  in  the  wrong.  She  is  a  devoted  and 
patient  mother.  She  is  about  five  feet  six  inches  tall. 
She  was  more  than  a  mother  to  her  orphaned  brother,  Frank 
( Cscar  Francis).  He  was  endlessly  grateful  for  her  kind¬ 
ness  to  him  in  his  early  manhood.  we  have  the  following 
facts  concerning  her  descendants: 


1. 


Carrie  Lav on  Leisure,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Della 
Langston  Leisure,  was  born  June  23,  1895,  near  Rush- 
ville,  Indiana.  She  married  Adam  Sauers  on  February 
15,  1913.  He  was  born  May  15,  1883,  at^  Hessen, 
Darmstadt,  Germany.  As  v/e  recall  it,  they  were 
married  at  Pekin,  Illinois,  but  moved  later  to  Spring- 
field,  Ohio.  They  had  the  following  children: 


(1) 


John  Lowell  —  born  March  2,  1914,  at  Pekin, 
Illinois.  He  married  Leora  Jobe,  January  19, 
1934.  She  was  born  July  20,  1917,  in  Gales ourg, 
Illinois.  Both  graduated  from  Lawrenceville , 
Ohio,  High  School  May  15,  1933.  To  them  was  born 


la) 

Lore  11 
spr i ng 

Dean  —  born  September  17, 
field,  Gnio 

1940, 

at 

( 2)  Paul 

ine  Fr 

arc e s  --  born  September  19, 

1916, 

at 

Rush 

mile , 

Indiana.  She  married  Dugei 

re  F. 

Johnson 

or_  December  28,  19  o 
19,  1935,  a"  Boom  Ohio. 


She  graduated  from 


High  School  May  15,  19o5, 


Lawrenc evili s ,  Oh:  , 

and  Spring!'-  eld  Business  College  j n  June_  193cm 
He  graduated,  from  High,  Ohio,  nigh  School  in  May, 
19 34.  Their*  children: 

(a)  Donald  Eugene  --  born  October  18,  1933,  at 
Soring field,  Ohio 


(b)  Janet  Llain? 


born  June  20,  1941. 


(3)  Leoma  Mildred  —  born  August  9,  1920,  at  Springfield, 
Chic.  She  graduated  from  Lawrenceville,  Chic,  High 
School  May  15,  1240. 

2.  Mi  Hi  am  Chase  Leisure,  the  son  of  John  and  Della 

Langston  Leisure,  was  born  March  13,  1895,  near  Rush- 
villa ,  Indiana.  He  married.  Dstella  Rehm  on  Fscruciry 
15,  1916.  She  was  born  August  25,  1895,  at  Schurnm, 

Ohio.  To  them  was  corn: 


20  - 


■ 


■ 


. 


(1)  Gene  Milliam  —  born  March  11,  1918,  at  Spring- 
field,  Ohio.  He  married  Betty  Jean  Thomas  on 
December  29,  1939.  She  was  born  at  Cuyahoga 
Falls,  Ohio.  Beth  graduated  from  Cuyahoga  Falls, 
Ohio,  High  School  in  June,  1938. 

5.  Helen  Frances  Leisure,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Della 
Langston  Leisure,  v/as  born  February  5,  1899,  near  Rush- 
ville,  Indiana.  She  married  Alvin  .  McGregor  on 
September  6,  1919.  He  was  born  October  21,  1898,  at 
Springfield,  Ohio.  To  them  was  born: 

(1)  Betty  Man  in  w  —  com  oOp  jemhc-L  1,  19. ^0,  ci  c 

Springfield,  Ohio.  She  graduated  from  Springfield, 
Ohio,  High  School  in  June,  1938,  and  graduated  from 
Wittenberg  college. 


C.  Oscar  Francis  (Frank)  Langston,  the  son  of  Oscar- and 
Sarah  Frances  Meyers  Langston,  v/as  born  at  Rushville, 
Indiana,  on  February  14,  1877,  and  died  November  13, 

1938,  while  on  a  hunting  trip  near  Rantoul,  Illinois. 

Death  was  due  to  heart  trouble  which  had  continued  since 
1922.  His  father  died  in  November  before  his  birth  in 
February,  so  he  never  saw  his  own  father.  Hi-.-  mother 
died  when  he  was  three  years  old,  so  he  suffered  all  the 
disadvantages  of  being  an  orphan.  His  boyhood  was_ especi¬ 
ally  unhappy  and  he  told  how  he  did  not  know  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  a  nickel  and  a  dime  when  he  was  fourteen 
years  old.  He  had  about  the  equivalent  of  an  eighth 
grade  education.  In  early  manhood  and  until  his  marriage, 
he  stayed  with  his  sister,  Mrs.  Della  Leisure,  (later 
Winters).  Or.  December  24?  1903,  he  married  Olive  Myrtle 
Spencer  of  Raysville,  Indiana. 


She  was  born  May  4,  1885,  at  Kennard,  Indiana,  the 
daughter  of  Charles  3.  and  Ruth  Stambro  Spencer,  Her 
father  was  born  February  28,  1855,  and  died  .January  5, 
1941.  Her  mother  was  born  February  20,  1896,  and  died 
when  she  was  still  about  two  years  old.  As  a  result,  she 
spent  several  years  in  an  orphan’s  home  until  the  second 
marriage  of  her  father.  She  often  mentioned  the  cruel 
treatment  given  the  orphans  at  the  home  where  she  stayed 
until  she  was  about  seven  years  old. 


Frank  Langston  was  about  five  feet  six  inches  tall, 
had  black  hair  and  dark  brown  eyes.  Due  to  the  after¬ 
effects  of  measles  when  about  twenty-one  years  old,  he 
had  to  wear  very  strong  glasses,  but  this  only  slightly 
affected  his  unusual  shooting  ability  as  a  hunter. ^ Ho 
loved  no  sports  so  much  as  hunting,  trapping,  and  fi 
and  as  death  struck  him,  he  was  making  his  way  through 
cornfield  with  his  gun  on  the  alert.  He 
most,  gun  in  his  hands,  and  never  moved, 
found  a  few  hours  later. 


fall 
His 


face  fore- 
bodv  was 


21 


, 

■ 


' 

' 

■ 


He  loved  pets  of  all  kinds.  The  writer  can  remember 
few  times  when  he  did  not  have  one  to  five  dogs.  He 
raised  gold  fish,  rabbits,  goats,  chickens,  cats  —  any 
kind  of  pets  or  livestock  he  could  manage  to  raise  and 
care  for* 

He  vas  a  practical  joker  and  delighted  in  playing 
good-natured  pranks  on  others.  He  enjoyed  pranks  played 
on  him  just  as  immensely.  He  was  a  natural-born  story 
teller  and  memories  of  the  stories  of  his  escapades  are 
still  fresh  in  our  minds. 

He  was  deeply  devoted  to  his  family.  Although  he 
was  strict  and  stern  in  disciplining  his  children,  he 
was  also  gentle  and  very  considerate.  He  said  he  had 
been  mercilessly  punished  sc  many  times  as  an  orphan  boy 
that  he  wanted  to  use  physical  punishment  only  in  extreme 
cases.  He  was  unselfish  and  willingly  sacrificed  much 
that  his  children  might  have  a  good  education  and  the 
necessities  of  life. 

His  love  for  his  wife  v;as  undying.  ~ven  right  up  to 
the  last  days  of  his  life,  they  were  like  newlyweds  in 
their  love-making.  He  was  intensely  sympathetic  and 
wept  if  she  wept.  They  never  quarrelled.  One  of  them 
always  remained  in  good  humor  if  the  other  felt  out  of 
sorts.  No  couple  could  have  been  more  ideally  mated. 

V/e  have  never  seen  any  couple  with  more  unselfish  devo¬ 
tion  to  each  other. 

The  writer’s  earliest  memories  are  of  life  on  a 
farm  or  in  the  edge  of  Raysville,  Indiana.  Sunstroke 
made  farm  work  unbearable  to  Frank,  sc  he  moved  to 
Pekin,  Illinois,  on  February  35,  1909,  where  factory 
work  available. 

Do TT>  through  ttie  years,  this  couple  vas  dogged  by 
unemployment  and  sickness.  Both  of  them  were  worriers 
and  this  made  matters  seem  even  worse  at  times.  When 
Frank's  health  ga\e  ray  in  1912  and  1923,  they  moved  to 
Urbana,  Illinois,  to  be  with  their  son  who  was  a  student 
in  the  University  of  Illinois.  There,  with  his  wife’s 
work  and  son’s  help,  a  reasonably  good  living  was  assured. 
Chiropractic  adjustments  so  much  improved  the  condition 
of  his  heart  that  he,  too,  went  back  to  work. 

i 

The  depression  years  (1929-1938)  were  especially 
difficult.  Uith  his  wife  almost  always  in  poor  health, 
and  with  little  work,  he  relied  almost  entirely  on  his 
daughter’s  help. 

He  became  a  member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Pekin,  Illinois,  about  Easter,  1912,  when  both  he  and  his 


. 
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wife  were  baptized.  She  had  previously  been  a  Oua*cer. 

In  March,  1923,  they  becarae  members  of  the  '  ebber  Street  _ 
Church  of  Christ  in  Urbana,  Illinois,  and  were  meiabers 
there  until  their  deaths  except  for  a  period o.  about  two 
years  when  their  membership  was  at  Homer,  Illinois,  m  tn 
Church  of  Christ  there. 


He  was  about  five  feet  six  inches  tall,  weighed 
about  170  pounds  at  his  death,  and  tended  to  be  stocky. 
He  was  unusually  wiry  and  powerful  for  his  size  before 
his  health  failed  in  1922. 


He  was  dark  complexioned,  had  black  hair,  and  usually 
wore  a  mustache.  He' never  knew  a  stranger.  His  step  was 

and  he  loved  to  talk  with  people.  He  was  a  hard . 

and  was  a  laborer  all  his  life.  His  eyes  were  brown. 


quick, 

worker 


He  volunteered  for  service  in  the  Spa.ni sh-Aneri can 
v/ar  but  was  rejected  because  of  his  bad  eyesight. 


His  wife,  Myrtle,  was  probably  about  five  feet  four 
inches  tall.  Hhen  she  was  married,  she  weighed  96  pounds 
and 


before  her  last  period  of  illness  came  upon  her  late 


Sh 


is  wa  s 


in  1932,  her  weight  was  about  145  to  150  pounds, 
light  complexioned ,  had  gray  eires,  and  nad  straight  auburn 

hair  just  like  her 


and  her  granddaughter,  Helen 


wo u Idn 1 2 3 1  s t a y  c ur le d  or  be 
in  was  silky  in  its  fineness.  Her  flesh 
bridi s 3d..  Sns  was  a  patient,  unselfish  mother, 


: sh  was 


but  kind.  She  was  an  excellent  seamstress  and  a 


son 

Langston.  This  hair  just 
trained,  and  + 
very  easily 

strict  but  kind..  Shu  -  -  , 

good  coo'*-  Sne  had  the  equivalent  of  a  sevesun  grade 

educe vi on  After  1952,  she  almost  died  of  stomach  ulcers. 

A  pock  "It  formed  near  her  heart  which  caused  much  trouble, 
since  it  ^culd  catch  her  food  and  it' later  would  be  thrown 
up,  rather  than  entering  the  stomach.  Her  heart  was 
affecrea  by  this  and  in  the  months  immediately  preceding 
her  deatn,  she  had  terrifying  smothering  spells,  and.  her 
death  on  July  27,  1940,  was  the  result  of  one  of  them. 

She  passed  away  at  the  Burnham  Hospital  in . Champa i gn,  _ 
Illinois.  She  and  her  husband  are  buried  in  the  Memorial 
Cemetery  in  the  east  part  of  Urbana  near  the  armory  build¬ 
ing.  Their  graves  are  in  the  extreme  nortirwest  corner 
of ° the  cemetery.  They  had  three  children: 


1.  Carroll  Spencer  --born  October  15,  1905. 

2.  Cpal  Ruth  --  born  March  3,  1905,  died  March  24, 

3.  Delphina  Irena  --  bom  April  5,  1907. 


1905. 


23  - 


- 
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1.  Carroll  Spencer  Langston,  the  son  of  Oscar  Francis 
end  Olive  Myrtle  Spencer  Langston,  was  born  in  Slwood, 
Indiana,  on  October  13,  1903.  Three  weeks  later,  his 
parents  moved  to  a  farm,  when  he  was  about  two  years 
old, they  moved  into  the  vicinity  of  Knightstown, 

Indiana,  part  of  the  time,  they  lived  about  three 
miles  west  of  that  place  on  Weeks’  place.  Later  they 
lived  in  Raysville,  Indiana.  Times  were  hard,  and  there 
was  a  promise  of  work  at  Pekin,  Illinois,  v;here  Mrs. 

Della  ’’.inters,  his  father’s  sister,  had  recently  moved. 

On  February  26,  1909  (if  we  were  correctly  informed), 
the  family  moved  to  Pekin,  Illinois,  establishing 
residence  at  407  Illinois  Street.  In  September,  1909, 
Carroll  entered  the  Lincoln  School  in  Pekin.  He  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Pekin  High  School  on  June  9,  1921.  He  entered 
the  University  of  Illinois  in  September,  1921,  and 
attended  there  two  years.  On  October  1,  1922,  he 
confessed  his  faith  in  Christ,  and  on  October  3,  1922, 
was  immersed  at  the  Webber  Street  Church  of  Christ  in 
Urbana,  Illinois.  In  April,  1925,  he  dedicated  his 
life  to  the  ministry.  He  had  enrolled  in  the  univer¬ 
sity  as  a  pre-iegal  student,  but  upon  deciding  upon 
entering  the  ministry,  he  enrolled  in  Johnson  Bible 
College  of  Himberlin  Heights,  Tennessee,  in  September, 
1923,  and  graduated  there  with  an  A . B .  degree  on  May 
24,  1926,  He  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  at  the 
V’ebbor  Street  Church  of  Christ  in  Urbana,  Illinois, 
cn  May  23,  I9  2AH  During  his  three  years  at  Johnson 
b.T.e  College,  he  taught  two  classes  of  high  school 
Lo^lrs  ta  help  pay  his  way  in  the  college.  In  September, 
I92fc,.  he  re-entered  the  University  of  Illinois  as  a 
junior  and  graduated  august  11,  1928,  with  an  A.B. 
de£re-<e„  His  seven  years  in  college  represented  over 
BCC  semester  hours  of  undergraduate  work,  and  he  had 
ful L  majors  in  Bible,  Greek,  and  French. 

He  served  as  paper  carrier  for  six  years;  clerk 
in  Frey’s  five-and- ten  cent  store  in  Pekin;  baker  in  • 
the  A.  &  E.  Bakery  in  Pekin;  pinboy  in  the  Arcade 
Bowling  Alley  in  Champaign,  Illinois;  student  janitor 
at  the  University  of  Illinois;  salesman  for  the  ’’Circle 
of  Knowledge,”  an  excellent  one-volume  reference  book, 
for  six  summers  and  one  whole  year.  He  met  his  future 
wife,  Imo  Pitman,  when  he  sold  her  a  book  in  July,  1926. 
They  began  keeping  company  on  February  20,  1927,  were 
engaged  August  31,  1929,  and  were  married  by  J,  Frank 
Hollingsworth  at  the  bride’s  home  at  12:14  P.M.  on 
January  11,  1951. 

Although  he  had  preached  one  winter  (1925)  at 
Nelson  Chapel  near  Uellsville ,  Tennessee,  while  a  student 
at  Johnson  Bible  College,  and  one  summer  at  Memorial 
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Park  Christian  Church  in  Terre  Haute,  Indiana ,.( 1924) ,  and 
filled  other  pulpits  for  brief  periods,  his  first  regular 
pastorate  was  with  the  Thomson  Church  of  Christ  (Illinois) 
beginning  October  4,  1929.  He  preached  there  until 
December  14,  1932,  when  he  became  the  minister  of  the 
Windsor  Christian  Church  (Illinois).  Then,  closing  his 
ministry  there  on  December  13,  1934,  he  moved  to  St.  Elmo, 
Illinois,  and  preached  there  until  November  18,  1936.  He 
moved  then  to  Emden,  Illinois,  where  he  was  pastor  of 
the  Christian  Church  until  August  30,  1939.  He  then  moved 
to  Vest  Lebanon,  Indiana,  where  he  served  the  west  Lebanon 
Christian  Church  and  the  Pence  Church  of  Christ.  During 
his  ministry  there  have  been  at  least  282  new  members  in 
churches  he  has  served. 


He  is  about  five  feet  eight  inches  tall,  has  brown 
eyes,  and  brown  hair.  He  weighs  about  170  pounds.  He 
loved  bicycle  riding  and  took  many  long  trips  by  that 
means.  He  loved  foreign  language,  history,  English,  sci¬ 
ence,  etc.,  but  mathematics  v/as  always  a  source  of  despair 
to  him.  He  was  repeatedly  successful  as  a  salesman*  He 
was  deeply  interested  in  the  science  of  chiropractic,  al¬ 
though  he  never  received  college  training  in  it.  Beginning 
about  1937  or  1938,  he  became ■ interested  in  genealogy  as 
he  filled  out  the  family  record  in  his  son’s,  Leon’s,  baby 
book.  He  va  s  later  elected  assistant  historian  for  the 
descendant,  of  James  and  Jane  Langston  of  Granville  County, 
North  Carolina'.  He  became  a  member  of  rhe  Institute  of 
America n  Gcrealagy  and  7/ as  made  a  fe]  low  because  of  his 
activity  l y\  Langston  research. 

ft  is  t/vufe,  Ruth  Ime  Pitman,  known  as  Imo ,  was  born 
March  iF(  JSd4,  near  Mahomet,  Illinois,  the  daughter  of 
Jacob  Pitman  and  Emma  Etta  Collins  pitman.  Some 
members  of  this  family  spell  the  name  as  Pittman.  Mr* 
Pitman  was  born  December  17,  1873,  in  Piatt  County,  Illi¬ 
nois,  and  Mrs.  Pitman  was  born  July  17,  1873,  in  Bement, 
Illinois.  They  were  married  September  23,  1895.  They 
lived  at  times  in  Rantoul,  Mansfield,  Saybrook,  and  Urbana, 
Illinois.  He  was  a  telephone  manager  for  many  years  and 
from  about  1924  to  the  present,  they  have  lived  at  709 
North  Busey  Avenue  in  Urbana.  He  is  now  engaged  in  cor- 
tractor  and  carpenter  work. 


.  Imo  graduated  from  Mansfield,  Illinois,  High  School 
in  1922.  She  taught  in  country  schools  for  nine  years 
and  was  much  beloved  by  her  pupils.  She  attended  the 
Normal  University  at  Normal,  Illinois.  She  is  about 
five  feet  eight  inches  tall  and  weighs  about  170  pounds. 
She  has  gray-blue  eyes  and  dark  brown  hair. 

The  children  of  Carroll  Spencer  and  Imo  Pitman 
Langston  are: 
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1.  Helen  Maxine  --  born  December  19,  1931,  at  the  Burnham 
Hospital  in  Champaign,  Illinois,  at  12:48  A ,M. 

2.  Arthur  Leon  --  born  September  16,  1936,  at  the  Christian 
parsonage  in  St.  Elmo,  Illinois,  at  6:26  A.M. 

On  March  2,  1942,  Carroll  Langston  closed  his  ministry 
with  the  churches  at  Lest  Lebanon  and  Covington,  Indiana, 
and  became  the  minister  of  the  'illiamsville ,  Illinois, 
Christian  church,  moving  to  this  town  on  the  date  given 
above . 


2.  Delphina  Irena  Langston,  the  daughter  of  Oscar ^Francis  and 
Olive  Myrtle  Spencer  Langston,  was  born  April  5,  1907, 
three  miles  west  of  Knight stov/n,  Indiana,  on  a  farm  known 
as  "Keeks’  Place ,  ”  With  her  parents,  she  moved  to  Pekin, 
Illinois,  in  1909,  and  attended  scnool  there.  In  1^2o, 


she 
the 
at  the 


came’to  Urbans ,  Illinois,  and  went  part  way  through 

he  was  baptized 


fres 


hman  year  in  high  school  there. 

Webber  Street  Church  of  Christ  in  IJrbana,  Illinois, 


about  March  or  April,  1923.  She  became  a  beauty  operator 
and  was  very  successful.  On  Anril  1,  1924,  sne  married 
Everett  Johnson.  He  was  a  watch  repairer  and  jeweler  by 
trade,-  After  five  years,  they  were  divorced.  Their 
children  w.-rc; 


(!)■  tou  -  tosjv-n.  May  Z.  1923. 

*2)  yerwale-e  -  bo*»  Jar. uarv  8..  1927, 

H«-v  S-C-C/Sivd- rAi m iragn,  u/as  to  OvAl.taer  Bongart,  a  prominent 
(Lyirggi sp;  inq  Cha-r^pa. i£n,  j. 1  i.riois*  lhoir  present  address 
is  <?P'Z  W2  1 1  L&1L  Street  i.y\  Cliampu i. gn . 


"Mary  H-  t-3.Yy$s  r<m  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Xeziah  Snowden 
Langston,  u^as.  born  near  Liberty,  Union  Couiiuy,  Indiana,  June  24, 

•  ';ed  in  marriage  with  Thomas  B.  Bratton. 

To  them  were  born  two  children,  who  with 
5  ana  two  sisters  are  living  to  mourn  her  departure. 
On  March  15,  1867,  she  was  called  to  part  from  her  beloved  hus¬ 
band  by  the  hand  of  death.  Of  our  sister,  it  can  truly  be  said 
she  v/as  a  loving  and  faithful  wife,  a  kind  and  tender  mothei  , 
and  a  good  neighbor. 


1837.  She  uwj.jl  united 
October  13,  1562.  m' 
four  brothers  and 


She  united  in  membership  when  about  fifteen  years  old  uith 
the  Baptist  Church  near  her  old  home  in  Union  County.  About 
the  year  1886,  she  ■'united  by  letter  with  the  M.  E.  church  m 
Raysville . 


Her  illness  of  about  two  weeks  was  attended  with  much 
suffering  which  she  bore  with  great  patience  and  Christian 
resignation,  and  just  as  she  was  nearing  the  river’s  bn  me, 
on  being  asked  if  she  was  asleep,  replied,  ’Asleep  in  Jesus 
am  just" ready  to  step  over,1  that  everything  was  so  briguu. 
She  v/as  conscious  to  the  last  and  peacefully  and  trustingly 


and 


\ 
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bade  adieu  to  earthly  things  about  12  o'clock  noon  at  her 
home  in  Raysville,  Indiana,  December  11,  1898.” 

The  preceding  facts  are  taken  from  the  obituary.  We 
have  added  Snowden,  instead  of  saying  Keziah  Langston  as 
it  appeared  in  the  obituary.  Concerning  Mary  H.  Langston 
Bratton,  Mrs.  Della  Winters  says,  "She  was  tall  and  had  dark 
eyes.  She  was  a  good  woman,  very  good-natured  and  kind. 

Her  husband  was  in  the  war.  I  remember  she  got  a  pension.” 
The  children  we re: 

1.  John  --  unmarried. 

2.  Laura  --  born  July  25,  1863.  She  married  Frank  Harrison. 
Their  residence  was  Raysville,  Indiana,  across  the  river 
from  Knightstown ,  Indiana.  To  them  was  born: 

(1)  Herbert. 


IV.  Emmett  Langston.,  the  sen  of  Henry  and  ICezie.  Snowden  Langston, 
was  born  February  24  2  839,  and  died  May  5C ,  1921.  He  married 

Alma  Slack.  He  had  blue  eyes,  was  tall,  end  broad  shouldered. 
He  was  in  camp  in  the  -ivi!  1  ar  but  never  saw  action.  He  was 
discharged  because  cf  rheumatism.  He  used  tc  buy  and  sell 
used  furniture  He  never  used  profanity  alcohol  or  tobacco. 

K:  s  rift  cuas  very  welLgious.  Mrs.  Della  Langston 
Winters  says  b.e-su  twm ctn  she  ever  saw  and  a  real 

Chri smiarv..  Sh<-  sa  t.cC  _ghe  "u/as  6  sFxc&k  at  sunshine  wherever 

she  we>it:  &  lea<Uy  at  chuerdh.”  she  was  a  prayerful  woman, 

They  had  two  c  hil^-re-n  : 

1.  Bertha  wnvmarTiel-.  Was  g o\  across  of  an  orphan's  home 
neai  Km  gh  tstovn,  Indiana,  for  many  years.  Died  about 
1921.  BcxriecL  "on  the  hill”  at  Raysville,  Indiana.  Born 
December  3f  about  1861. 

2.  Mary  Frances  (Fannie)  --  born  March  18,  1867,  or  1868,  and 
died  of  gallstones  in  January,  _*  She  married  John  R. 
Winters.  He  was  born  at  Steubenville ,  Ohio,  December  3, 
1865,  and  died  March  31,  1931.  He  was  a  railroader. 

Several  years  after  her  death,  he  married  Mrs.  Ada  Adella 
(Della)  Langston  Leisure.  Mary  Frances  is  said  to  have 
graduated  from  the  Knightstown,  Indiana,  High  School. 

Born  to  John  R.  and  Mary  Frances  Langston  ''inters  were; 

(1)  Bertha  --  born  March  14,  1892,  at  Indianapolis, 

Indiana,  and  died  there  October  22,  1919.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  Christian  Church.  She  married  Leo 
Kackett  on  February  24,  1912,  at  Newcastle,  Indiana. 

She  had  dark  eyes  and  hair.  There  was  one  son: 

(a)  Robert  --  born  September  1,  1915.  Lives  in 
Indianapolis . 
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(3)  Huth  -  born  July  29.  the' Christian 

Church:4  She^arrfei  To  them  were  born: 

K)  Donald  Vf&yne  —  born  March  16,  1914,  at  Newcastle, 
Indiana 

(b)  Mary  Opal  —  born  October  18,  1916,  at  Newcastle, 
Indiana 

(c)  Martha  Jane  —  born  May  29,  1920,  at  Indianapolis, 
Indiana. 

Wayne  Steele  lives  at  8S0  North  Gladstone  Avenue, 
Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

,  ..  upnrv  and  ICezia  Snowden  Langston, 

V.  Ambrose  Langston*  the  son  of  H  J  *  and  died  in 

was  born  in  Indiana  on  September  lo  8  2,  Miller  on 

Colorado  on  March  80,  192o.  He^>ar  1844,  and  died 

^16  Residing  his  father,  Ambrose  Langston, 

Xer  Langston' of^Greeleyf  Colorado,  says  the  following: 

"He  was  five  feet  nine  inches  tall  and  weighed  about 

190  to  195  pounds  —  not  fat  b^t  just  ^lan^on  his  twenty- 
built.  He  came  west  m  1870,  leavi  S  1  b  COmplexioned 

thirteen’  days ,  he  was  sposit ionerL^wh^wa^ 

He  was  a  good-looking  and  Kina  y  i  that  my  father 

loved  by  all  who  knew  him  I  have  oi ten  said  tn  ^  ^ 

was  the  nearest  devoid  of  fea?°*  his  service  in  the 

was  trained  in  the  art  of  trail  g  °fh  staff  of  General 

s 

thieves  and  cattle  rustlers  .mi  order  He  was  a 

srs  stm  SssisSr  - 

sworn  to  uphold  the  law  and  r°^s  in  tho  west. 

rsa.-s.’ss  ”£~ ?  ri Sks: 

for  adventure  and  the  frontier,  always 

si™  refi  hf^ith  a 

marshal  ofYbiLn^KaSht/Vther  homesteaded  nine  miles 

Sorth  of  Abilene.  ’ While  he  was  in  ^Le^never  liked  °’Ud 
Billf  ^He^aid^he^had^seen^imYilHseverafmen  needlessly 
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just  for  the  ruthless  love  of  killin',.  On  one  occasion 
some  cowboys  came  to  town  and  got  drunk  and  got  into  a 
fight  do v/n  along  the  railroad  near  some  corn  cribs.  When 
the  marshal  was  called,  he,  Wild  Bill,  ran  do  v/n  to  the 
cribs  and  stepping  behind  one,  he  shot  down  seven  without 
ever  calling  to  them  to  surrender  or  telling  who  he  was. 

They  thought  that  the  bullets  were  coming  from  the  other 
outfit.  Father  and  a  man  by  the  name  of  Gar ton  had  just 
returned  from  a  place  near  the  old  Indian  Territory  with 
two  horse  thieves  and  some  stolen  horses  for  which  they 
received  a  $400  reward.  It  was  the  fourth  of  July  the  cow¬ 
boys  were  celebrating.  America  has  placed  Wild  Bill  on  a 
pedestal  as  a  hero,  but  Father  knew  him  as  a  red-handed 
murderer,  always  taking  the  advantage,  and  nearly  always 
shooting  from  cover.  If  I  should  bring  these  facts  out  at 
this  late  date,  wouldn’t  it  bring  a  storm  down  around  my 
ears?  He  also  knew  Buffalo  Bill  whom  he  considered  far  more 
honorable.  While  Father’s  name  was  not  eulogized,  yet  he  was 
just  as  much  a  part  of  the  Old  West  that  has  now  passed  into 
history  as  those  who  are  considered  famous.  He  never  used 
tobacco  or  liquor  in  any  form,  was  clean  in  all  his  habits, 
slot/  to  resent,  quick  to  forgive  an  injury,  yet  alv/ays 
standing  for  the  right.  All  these  things  I  can  truly  say 
without  boasting.” 

Ambrose  Langston  enlisted  in  Company  D,  9th  Indiana 
Cavalry  in  the  summer  of  1863  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  and 
was  married  at  the  age  of  23  on  December  17,  1865,  after  the 
war.  He  took  part  in  the  capture  of  Vicksburg.  He  moved 
from  Indiana  to  Smith  County,  Kansas,  near  Athol  and  Ken¬ 
sington.  Smith  Center  was  the  county  seat.  In  1918  he 
moved  to  Colorado,  where  he  died  in  1923.  Born  to  Ambrose 
and  Barbara  Miller  Langston  were: 

1.  Ella  --  born  September  24,  1866,  died  June,  1917. 

2.  LaUna  —  born  May  7,  1868. 

3.  Oliver  —  born  April  6,  1873,  died  April  3,  1922. 

4.  Venettie  --  born  November  9,  1874,  died  July  18,  1914. 

5.  Martha  Alma  —  born  February  24,  3*76,  died  February  1,3936. 

6.  Elmer  M.  --  born  June  11,  1883. 

A.  Ella  Langston,  the  daughter  of  Ambrose  and  Barbara  Miller 
Langston,  was  born  September  24,  1866,  and  died  in  June, 
1917.  She  married  La  Vert  Johnson.  To  them  was  born: 

1.  Dora  —  born  April  1,  1886,  six  miles  northwest  of 
Abilene,  Kansas.  On  February  17,  1906,  she  married 
Ralph  Brisker.  He  was  born  two  miles  east  of  Abilene, 
Kansas,  on  March  13,  1883.  They  have  one  daughter: 

(1)  Geneva  —  born  December  25,  1911.  She  married 
Ivan  A.  Odle  at  Topeka,  Kansas,  on  June  6,  1930, 

*  *»  was  born  in  Dickinson  County,  Kansas,  April 

•3,  1907.  They  have  two  sons: 

-  OQ  - 


■ 

■ 


(a)  Asa  Arlen  —  born  June  12,  1933. 

(b)  Dion  Lee  —  born  April  16,  1937. 

B.  La  Una  Langston,  the  daughter  of  Ambrose  and  Barbara  Miller 
Langston,  was  born  near  Rushville,  Indiana,  on  May  7, 

1868.  Some  members  of  her  family  spell  her  name  Launa. 

She  married  Albert  Dilsaver  on  October  25,  1887.  He  was 
born  at  Garden  Grove,  Iowa ,  on  October  9,  1864,  and  was 
killed  by  lightning  on  September  14,  1925.  La  Una  now 
lives  at  2560  Vest  Dartsmouth  Street,  Denver,  Colorado. 

The  children  are: 

1.  Cora  Olive  —  born  November  12,  1888,  in  Smith  county, 
Kansas.  She  married  Ross  Covalt  at  LI wood,  Indiana, 
on  December  18,  1912.  To  them  were  born: 

(1)  Forest  Donald  --  born  May  21,  1914.  ras  killed  by 
a  fast  passenger  train  on  July  7,  1933.  Born  at 
Nest  Liberty,  Indiana. 

(2)  Max  Albert  —  born  May  12,  1920,  at  Lest  Liberty, 
Indiana,  and  died  July  25,  1925. 

2.  Lurlan  Ella  —  born  July  13,  1891,  in  Aurora,  Lawrence 
County,  Missouri .  Died  June  19,  1892, 

3.  Alda  Mae  —  born  May  2,  1893,  in  Aurora,  Lawrence 
County,  Missouri.  She  married  Guy  Archer  McFillen  on 
August  11,  1915,  and  separated  on  July  8,  1921,  There 
were  two  children: 

(1)  1  ayne  Albert  —  born  and  died  May  16,  1920. 

(2)  Wauneta  Marie  —  born  February  17,  1922.  She 
married  Eugene  Johns  on  October  7,  1939,  They  have 

(a)  Janet  Ruth  --  born  November  30,  1941. 

On  January  24,  3924,  Alda  Mae  married  Samuel  A. 

Mundell,  and  they  were  separated  May  20,  1933. 

4.  Twins  were  born  December  23,  1895,  but  did  not  survive, 

5.  Palmer  Chloe  —  born  August  2,  1897,  in  Madison  County, 
Arkansas.  He  married  Mary  Lawler  on  July  17,  1921. 

They  have  two  children: 

(1)  Leo  Vincent  —  born  May  14,  1922,  in  Denver,  Colo. 

(2)  Margaret  Mary  —  born  December  4,  1924,  in  Denver, 
Colorado. 

The  family  now  lives  at  9446  South  Hobart  Boulevard, 

Los  Angeles,  California. 
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C.  Thomas  Oliver  Langston,  the  son  of  Ambrose  and  Barbara 
Miller  Langston,  was  born  April  6,  1873,  and  died  April 
3,  1922.  He  married  Mabel  Kimball.  Their  children: 

1.  Percy  --  born  June  2,  1893.  He  lives  at  Smith  Center, 
Kansas.  He  had  three  children: 

(1)  Iris  —  married  a  Wenger. 

(2)  Arel 

(3)  Patsy 

«  • 

2.  Elmer  --  born  May  17,  1897,  He  lives  in  Idaho  and 
has  four  children. 

3.  Eva  —  born  January  9,  1899.  She  married  Asa  Paxton 
(deceased).  Her  present  residence  is  Trenton, 

Nebraska,  She  has  one  son: 

(1)  Gerald. 

4»  Lola  --  born  March  5,  1912  (?).  She  lives  in  the 
same  town  in  Idaho  as  Timer .  She  is  married  but  her 
husband's  name  is  unknown. 

5.  Lorma  —  born  April  10,  1917.  She  lives  in  the  same 
town  as  Elmer.  She,  too,  is  married,  but  her  husband's 
name  is  unknown. 

6.  Loren  born  April  10,  1917.  He  is  Lorma ' s  twin. 

He  married,  but  was  killed  in  a  power  house,  and  left 
no  descendants. 

Thomas  Oliver  Langston  was  born  at  Abilene,  Dickinson 
County*  Kansas,  and  died  near  Palisade,  Nebraska* 

D.  Amy  Venetta  (venettie)  Langston,  the  daughter  of  Ambrose 
and  Barbara  Miller  Langston,  was  born  November  9,  1874,  and 
died  July  18,  1914.  She  married  Charles  Kimball.  Their 
children: 

1.  Orville  —  Lives  at  Yuma,  Colorado,  and  has  five 
children. 

2.  Lilah  --  married  a  Schamber.  Present  location  or 
number  of  children  unknown. 

3.  Veva  —  married  a  Hodkinson.  They  lived  at  Goodland, 
Kansas, 

By  a  second  marriage,  Amy  Venetta  had: 

1.  Milo  Smith  —  lives  in  Franklin,  Nebraska. 
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Martha  Alma,  the  daughter  of  Ambrose  and  Barbara  Miller 
Langston,  was  born  February  24,  lp76,  in  Dickinson  County, 
Kansas,  and  died  in  Reamsville,  Smith  County,  Kansas,  on 
February  1,  1936.  On  August  21,  109  5,  she  married  nr. 
James  A.  McCammon.  He  died  May  18,  1910.  There  were 
two  children: 


1,  Bernice  Launa  --  born  May  21,  1896.  She  married 
Floy  Grover  in  June,  1914.  They  live  m  Colby, 

Kan  sa  s . 

2.  Richard  Conrad  --  born  November  6,  1897.  He  married. 
Ila  Faulkenberg.  They  live  in  Smith  Center,  Kansas. 
They  have 

(1)  Richard  Caldene  —  born  September  27,  1922. 

Ly  a  second  marriage,  Martha  Alma  became  the  wife  of 
J  S.^Gregg.  She  was  postmistress  for  sixteen  years 
preceding  her  death.  Her  second  marriage  took  place  on 
January  1,  1921. 

F.  Elmer  Langston,  the  son  of  Ambrose  and  Barbara  Miller 
Langston, "was  born  June  11,  1883.  He  has  given  the 
writer  much  valuable  aid  in  assembling  material  -  or  ^ 
this  record.  His  first  wife  was  Donna  May  Nyburg.  Tney 

had: 

1.  Opal  Virginia  —  married  a  Mundell  and  now  lives 
at  Grand  Junction,  Colorado.  She  has: 


(1)  Donna  May 

(2)  Lee 

(3)  Donald 

Elmer’s  second  wife  was  Flossie  Mundell.  They  nad 
the  following  children: 

1,  (First  child  was  born  dead) . 

2,  Vincent  --  married  Lydia  Bernhardt.  They  had: 


(1)  Joyce  ■ 

(2)  Twin  girls  (deceased). 

3.*Reifa  --  born  December  10,  1910.  Married  Garlow 
Bryant.  Their  children: 

(1)  Alline  —  born  December  5,  1929,  died  when  eignt 
years  old. 

(2)  Donald 

(8) 
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Reifa  was  divorced  and  married  Nathaniel  Metcalf. 

There  are  no  children  born  to  this  union. 

4.  Velma  --  born  June  11,  1912.  She  married  Id  Vingstrom. 

They  had: 

(1)  Jean 

(2)  Barbara 

5.  Reed  Corwin  —  born  December  7,  1913.  He  lives  at 

Loveland,  Colorado.  He  married  Vera  Miller.  They  have 

(1)  Corwin  Lee  --  born  December,  1940. 

6.  El den  Miller  —  married  Viola  Clark.  They  had: 

(1)  A  son  who  died  soon  after  birth. 

(2)  .Elden  Lowell 

7.  rlva  Marie  born  July  6,  1916,  died  November  26,  1929 

8.  Ambrose  Clare  —  born  June  24,  1918.  Married  Elsie 

Stair. 

9.  Beulah  Jessie  —  born  October  16,  1919.  Married 

Raymond  Kercher. 

10.  Erling  Morris  --  born  April  26,  1921,  d.ied  at  age  of 

four  months. 

11.  Maxine  Gloria  --  born  July  22,  1922.  Married  Ben 

Herder.  They  have: 

(1)  Larry 

(2)  A  daughter,  name  not  given. 

12*  Lowell  Irwin  --  born  February  28,  1925. 

13.  Myrna  Loraine  --  died  at  age  of  four. 

VI.  John  Quincy  Langston,  the  son  of  Henry  and  Kezia  Snowden 
Langston,  was  born  March  13,.  1845,  and  died  on  September  1, 
1920,  when  the  car  which  he  was  driving  was  struck  by  an 
interurban  car.  He  married  Mariah  Leisure.  The  writer 
remembers  a  visit  in  his  home  in  Flwood,  Indiana,  in  the 
summer  of  1918.  It  was  through  him  that  we  first  heard  of 
the  original  three  Langston  brothers  who  came  to  this  country. 
He  said  they  came  from  Scotland.  He  also  said  that  one 
branch  of  our  family  migrated  to  New  York,  another  to 
Indiana,  and  another  to  Texas,  he  have  never  yet  been  able 
to  verify  the  statement  concerning  New  York.  Ve  know  of 
many  Langstons  in  Texas,  but  we  do  not  yet  know  enough  to 
substantiate  his  statement  concerning  a  branch  in  that  state. 
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he  know  the  Indiana  statement  is  true.  We  remember  John  Q. 
as  a  rather  tall  man,  and  recall  his  kindness  in  trying  to 
tell  of  the  early  history  of  the  family.  Being  only  fifteen 
years  old  at  the  time.,  the  questions  asked  were  not  as  point¬ 
ed  as  they  could  have  been  had  the  writer  been  older.  How 


much  valuable  material  has  been  forever  lost!  John  Q. 
enrolled  as  a  private  in  Company  D,  Ninth  Cavalry  Regiment 
of  Indiana  Volunteers  at  Liberty,  Indiana,  on  December  20, 
1855.  He  was  mustered  in  at  Indianapolis  on  January  16, 
1864.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  on 
August  23,  1865.  He  served  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
under  General  George  H.  Thomas  and  went  through  all  the 


Hood  campaign 
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Mariah  Leisure  Langston  were  born: 


nnessee.  To  John  Q,.  and 


1.  George.  Alvadore  (Dory)  born  March  15,  1871,  died 
October  9,  1909. 

2.  Infant  daughter  —  born  dead  May  25,  1875. 

3.  Myrtle  Pearl  —  born  May  12,  --  ,  died  April  12,  1896. 

4.  Lucinda  Jane  (Lula)  --  born  July  18,  1831. 

5.  Verna  Maud  --  born  January  3,  1884. 

6.  William  Orville  —  born  March  22,  1386,  died  December  8, 
1938. 


John  0y.  Langston  and  all  hi 3  family  were  members  of 
the  Christian  Church.  Mrs.  Della  7  inters  s-ays  of  him,  nHe 
was  tall  and  had  dark  eyes.  He  belonged  to  the  Christian 
Church.  He  didn’t  drink  or  use  tobacco.  He  was  good- 
hearted  and  a  hard-working  man.  He  was  good  to  everyone 
that  was  in  need.  He  and  Aunt  Mariah  were  so  good  to  me 
when  I  was  a  7/idow  and  lived  in  Elwood.  I  never  heard  him 
use  profanity.  Orville,  his  son,  was  tall.  They  all  are.” 


John’s  daughter,  Lula,  says  he  was  always  glad  to  feed 
people  and  that  no  one  was  ever  turned  from  his  door.  He 
and  his  w ife  came  from  Rush  County,  Indiana,  in  a  big  farm 
wagon  when  first  married.  Everything  was  in  woods.  He 
helped  make  the  old  ”c-orduroyi'  roads.  She  goes  on  to  say, 
”He  cleared  more  land,  dug  more  wells,  and  did  more  ditching 
than  any  other  one  man.  Every  time  new;  settlers  would  come, 
they  would  hunt  Father  up  for  help  and  advice.  He  loved 
company.  He  had  his  trials  and  troubles.  He  was  burned 
out  three  times  and  had  to  start  over,  but  he  never  gave  up. 
He  was  always  striving  to  gain  back  his  losses  in  an  honor¬ 
able  way.  He  was  always  happy  and  a  very  lovely  father  to 
his  children.  He  was  just- one  of  those  old  pioneers  that 
served  his  country  in  every  way  he  could  for  the  betterment 
of  mankind,  and  for  the  generations  that  were  to  follow.  He 
left  an  example  for  his  children  to  follow  which  they  never 
forgot.  Loyalty  to  wife,  family,  and  home  was  his  motto.1’ 
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Descendants  of  John  Q,.  and  Mariah  Leisure  Langston 

1.  Myrtle  pearl  Langston,  the  daughter  of  John  a.  and 

Mariah  Leisure  Langston,  was  born  May  12,  and 

died  April  12,  1896.  She  married  David  Leachman. 

2.  Lucinda  Jane  (Lula)  Langston,  the  daughter  of  John 
0.  and  Mariah  Leisure  Langston,  was  born  July  18, 

1881.  She  married  Ross  Armstrong  on  January  14, 

1899.  Their  residence  in  1942  is  Route  8,  j.lwood, 
Indiana.  To  them  were  born: 

(1)  Paul  Revere  born  March  31,  1900.  He  married 
Mary  Louise  Allen  on  July  16,  1927,  They  have 
one  adopted  daughter: 

(a)  Rebecca  Ellen  —  born  October  21,  1939. 

(2)  Beharold  --  born  May  15,  1903.  He  married  Lloise 
Wilson  on  August  16,  1930.  They  have  two  daughters 

(a)  Gayle  Bee  —  born  June  6,  1937. 

(b)  Joy  Bee  —  born  May  5,  1942. 

(3)  Orville  —  born  December  16,  1910.  He  married 
Valvatta  Krause  on  May  21,  1932.  They  have  two 
sons; 

(a)  Robert  R.  —  born  December  21,  1934. 

(b)  Richard  K.  —  born  July  25,  1937. 

3.  Verna  Maud  Langston,  the  daughter  of  John  Q.  and 
Mariah  Leisure  Langston,  was  born  January  3,  1884. 

She  married  George  Cr.oy  on  October  20,  1906.  Their 
children: 

(1)  Mariah  Faye  --  born  January  9,  1908.  She  married 
Harry  Roby  on  February  18,  1925.  They  have  three 
sons: 


(a)  Paul  L.  born  November  12,  1926. 

(b)  Ray  G.  --  born  March  26,  1936. 

(c)  Roy  M.  --  born  March  26,  1936. 


(2)  King  born  February  5, 
1932 . 


1917,  died  February  29, 
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4.  William  Orville  Langston,  the  son  of  John  Q.  and 

Mariah  Leisure  Langston,  was  born  March  22,  1886,  and 
died  December  8,  1938.  Ke  was  married,  but  there  were 
no  children.  His  wife's  name  was  Norene  Clement  and 
they  were  married  October  13,  1930. 

Some  of  the  addresses  of  this  family  are  as  follows: 


1.  Mrs.  George  Croy  --  Route  1,  Alexandria,  Indiana. 

2.  Faul  Armstrong  —  Route  1,  Bloomington,  Indiana. 

He  is  a  teacher  in  high  school,  also  a  music  teacher. 

3.  Beharold  Armstrong,  known  as  B..H.  Armstrong,  2540 
Auburn  Avenue,  Dayton,  Ohio.  He  is  principal  of  the 
Colonel  White  High  School.. 

4.  Orville  Armstrong,  Lapel,  Indiana.  He  is  a  basketball 
coach . 


Roxanna 


the  daughter  of 


Henry 


and  Keziah  Snowden 


_  Langston,  . 

Langston,  was  born  August  14,  1346,  and  died  in  .1950  at 
Elv/ood,  Indiana.  She  was  known  in  the  family  as  "Aunt  Rock 
The  v/riter  recalls  seeing  her  one  time  when  he  was  about 
five  years  old.  Mrs.  Della  T  inters  says  concerning  her, 
"Yes,  I  remember  Aunt  Rock.  I.  think  everyone  did  that  ever 
saw  her.  She  was  as  smart  as  could  be.  She  was  a  good 


ipcsed 


B 

liked  ci 
s  tall 


m  1 


singer  ana  com 
of  temper.  She 
husband.  She  was 
one  time  she  went 
lived  at  Ogden  just  east 
years,  and  then  moved  to 
Will  died.  They  used  to 


'-'T  up  until  she  died.  She  had  lot 


kinds  of  pets. 
A  I  think  had 


She 
srk 


had  a  good 

and  I  think  nact  ciarK  eyes,  too.  At 
to  the  Methodist  Church,  I  think.  She 
of  Raysville,  Indiana,  for  many 
Indiana,  long  after 

house  when  we 


L:  17/00 d,  j.uuj.cuiu  , 

drive  down  to  our 


lived  at  Rushville  when  John  Leisure  7/as  living.  We  would 
fill  their  spring  wagon  full  of  garden  things.  Her  husband 
was  such  a  good  man.  He  made  Carrie  and  Chase  (Sauers)  a 
wagon.  He  was  a  wagon-maker  by  trade,  but  could  do  anythin* 


Roxanna  married  William  J.  Bentley.  An  obituary  print¬ 
ed  at  the  time  of  his  death  says,  "William  J.,  only  son  of 
John  and  Mary  Bently,  was  born  in  Augusta,  Marion  County, 

July  27,  185C ,  departed  this  life,  which  had  been  filled 
with  noble,  generous  deeds,  April  11,  1897;  at  the  age  of  46 
years,  8  months,  and  14  days.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Anna  E.  Langston  October  26,  1875.  Their  marriage  was  blest 
with  one  child,  a  son,  who.,  with  his  mother  mourn  the  loss 
of  an  indulgent  parent  and  loving  husband.  He  has  one  sister 
a  father  and  mother,  who  are  also  deprived  of  a  Kind  brother 
and  son.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  Ogden  for  many  years 
during  his  residence  here,  he  has  made  many  warm  staunch 
friends,  who,  with  the  family,  mourn  the  loss  of  a  good 
friend,  neighbor  and  citizen. 


and 
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•'Ho  led  a  sincere  Christian  life  and  has  been  a  faith-^ 
ful  member  of  the  Christian  church  for  4  years.  Although 
the  wife  and  son  with  many  relatives  and  neighbors  mourn 
the  loss  of  him  who  was  ever  willing  to  lend  a  helping 
hand  to  the  suffering  and  uplift  the  fallen,  we  have 
the  assurance  from  his  daily  walk  that  the  gates  of 
light  swung  open  wide  and  received  him  into  the  realms 
of  endless  joy  and  peace  from  this  world  of  sin  and 
sorrow,  from  which  we  all  must  soon  depart,  and  if. 
from  his  life  we  take  an  example,  we  will  meet  again 
^ rj.  fhat  home  made  sure  by  holy  love  ;  ior  we  have  these 
words  to  comfort  us  left*  by  Him  ?/ho  paid  the  debt  of 
our  sins:  ’Let  not  your  hearts  be  troubled;  ye  believe 
in  God,  believe  also  in  me.  In  my  Father’s  house  are 
many  mansions,  if  it  were  not  so  I  would  have  told  you. 

I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you, T  and  He  has  aloO  promi.. 
ed  to  come  again  and  take  us  unto  Himself,  that  we  may 
remain  with  Him  throughout  eternity.” 

Roxanna  E.  and  Villiam  J.  Bentley  had  one  son: 

I .  Alva. 


.  Anna  Caroline  Langston,  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Xezia  ■ 
Snowden  Langston,  was  born  May  50,  1849,  and  died  February 
17,  1911.  Regarding  her,  Mrs.  Della  Winters  says,  :  Now 
Aunt  Carrie  was  never  married  and  was  a  very  proud  old  maid, 
but  nice.  She  stayed  down  at  the  home  and  helped  in  the 
dining  room.  She  had  her  stroke  there  and  died  in  Raysvilxe, 
Indiana,  in  a  house  your  folks  (the  writer’s  parents)  lived 
in.  She  had  a  sore  come  on  her  heel,  and  the  stroke  and  all 
killed  her.  She  lies  at  little  Blue  River  cemetery  where 
my  father  and  mother  are.  ...  Aunt  Carrie  was  a  good  singer 
and  a  good  entertainer.”  The  writer,  Carroll  Langston, 
recalls  her  delight  in  teasing  him  when  he  was  only  about 
three  years  old. 


*  Descendants  of  Isaiah  Langston,  the 
Son  of  Bennett  and  Mary  Brown  Langston 

Isaiah  Langston,  the  son  of  Bennett  and  Mary  Brown  Langston, 
was  born  in  Union  County,  Indiana,  on  August  21,  xb09,  and 
died  at  Greenwood,  Indiana,  on  September  28,  1884.  His  first, 
wife  was  Hettie  (or  Hattie)  Miller.  To  this  union  were  born: 

1.  George  W.  died  April  7,  1862,  the  second  day  of 
the  battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing. 
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2.  Theodore  --  married  Millie  _ .  He  died  at  Lincoln, 

Nebraska.  They  had: 

(1)  Johnson 

(2)  Clay 

3.  Hazael  --  born  February  9,  1838,  died  July  27,  1914. 

4.  Mary  Ann  Small  —  had 

(1)  Stephen 

(2)  Belle 

(3)  Alice 

(4)  John 

(5)  Alfred 

(6)  Ada 

Since  we  have  considerable  data  on  Hazael  Langston,  we 
will  present  it  at  this  point. 

Interesting  Facts  Concerning  Hazael  Langston,  the 
Son  of  Isaiah  and  Hettie  (or  Hattie) 

Miller  Langston 

Hazael  Langston,  the  son  of  Isaiah  and  Hettie  Miller 
Langston,  was  born  February  9,  1838,  in  Ripley  County,  Indiana, 
and  died  July  27,  1914.  On  November  2,  1870,  he  married 
Maggie  M.  Boyer  of  Flora,  Illinois.  She  died  one  year  later. 

His  second  marriage  was  to  Emily  (or  Emma)  Angell  of  carpenter s- 
ville,  Indiana,  on  April  2,  1874.  She  died  December  1,  1926. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church  and  a  Republican.  His 
parents  left  Union  County,  Indiana,  when  he  was  twelve  years 
old  and  went  to  Fayette  county.  In  1859,  they  moved  to  Johnson 
County  where  he  enlisted  at  Franklin  in  1861  for  service  in 
the  Civil  War.  He  enlisted  in  Company  D,  17th  Indiana  Volunteers 
under  Captain  Allison.  He  was  mustered  in  at  Indianapolis  by 
Colonel  (acting  general)  Haskel.  His  war  life  was  full  of. 
activity.  He  was  one  of  the  fifty  sharpshooters  or  the  brigade 
and  was  mostly  engaged  in  skirmishing.  He  took  part  at  Green¬ 
brier  River.  At  Ilk  River  he  was  taken  ill  and  his  life  was 
despaired  of,  but  he  rallied  after  two  months  and  was  able  to 
resume  his  position.  He  was  one  of  the  braves  who  fought 
General  Bragg  at  Stone  River.  Then,  mounting  horses,  his 
brigade  scoured  the  country  with  Spencer  rifles.  They  drew 
hatchets  and  were  known  as  Wilder’s  Hatchet  Brigade,  Tne 
Southern  forces  called  them  "Wilder’s  Hellians."  They  said 
they  wound  up  their  guns  on  Sunday  and  shot  them  all  the  week. 
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At  Hoover’s  Gap,  his  brigade  took  the  picked  potion 
of  the  Confederates  and  held  their  ground  against  fifteen 
thousand  of  the  enemy.  He  took  part  at  Chickamauga  and 
Chattanooga  and  aided  in  defeating  General  Bragg’s  re^r  guar 
at  Ring-old.  His  brigade  made  a  raid  fifteen  miles  beyond 
Murphy  into  North  Carolina,  then  to  charleston  and  Calhoun, 
which  they  guarded  three  weeks,  being  on  duty  every  other  day 
in  the  severest  kind  of  weather. 


At  the  expiration  of  three  years’  service,  he  returned 
to  Indianapolis  and  ’’veteraned”  for  three  years  more  in  the 
same  company  and  regiment.  During  the  remaining  time  of  the 
v/ar  his  time  was  well  occupied.  He  was  at  Atlanta  ■  when 
Sherman  divided  the  forces.  He  accompanied  Thomas  against 
Hood.  He  took  part  in  forty-nine  engagements,  many  of  them 
severe.  At  Jarpin  Creek,  he  was  wounded,  the  ball  passing 
through  the  left  leg  between  the  tibia  and  fibula.  He. was 
captured  and  taken  to  cahobba  prison,  Alabama,^  where  he  was 
kept  four  weeks.  From  there,  he  was  taken  to  Macon,  Georgia, 
and  then  to  Ander sonville .  He  was  captured  October  7,  1864, 
and  exchanged  April  20,  1865,  when  he  returned  to  Bainbridge, 

his  home. 


After  the  war,  he  attended  school  at  Flora,  Illinois, 
for  six  months.  He  was  a  travelling  agent  for  three  years 
and  a  photographer  two  years.  At  Bellemore ,  Parke  County,  ^ 
Indiana,  he  entered  the  pump  manufacture  business.  He  develop 
ed  a  common  sense  cylinder  pump  with  a  very  superior  jaw  and 
was  a  successful  business  man. 

No  mention  is  made  of  any  descendants. 


Much  of  the  preceding  data  came  from  the  ’’Parke  and 
Vigo  County  History,”  page  222,  published  in  1880.  Hazael 
and  his  wife  are  buried  in  the  Soldiers'  Home  Cemetery  au 
Lafayette,  Indiana, 


Descendants  of  Isaiah  Langston  (Continued) 

The  second  wife  of  Isaiah  Langston  was  Amy  Thackeray. 

There  wer e  five  children,  but  all  are  dead. 

The  third  wife  was  Sarah  Celina  Lawton.  She  was  born^ 
December  15,  1824,  and  died  at  Whiteland,  Indiana,  December  5, 
1881.  They  had: 

1.  Rosetta  --  died  in  infancy 

2.  Byron  —  died  young 

3.  Charley  —  died  young 

4.  Nettie  --  born  December  16,  1848,  died  November  13,  1909 


39 


. 


' 


•  <•  •  ■  ■■ .  . 


-  xia It 

■ 


■ 


5.  Amanda  --  born  September  15,  1851,  died  April  5,  192CK 

6.  Emma  L.  --  born  November  8,  1858,  died  January  21,  1938. 

7.  William  Emery  —  born  February  7,  1861. 

8.  Effie  M.  --  born  May  9,  1863,  died  December  27,  1940. 

9.  Louella  --  born  March,  1866,  died  December,  1866. 


Descendants  of  Isaiah  and  Sarah 
Celina  Lav/ton  Langston 

I.  Nettie  Langston,  the  daughter  of  Isaiah  and  Sarah  Celina 
Lawton  Langston,  was  born  December  16,  1848,  and  died  at 
Greenwood,  Indiana,  on  November  13,  1909.  In  December, 

1873,  she  married  Joseph  B.  Varner.  There  were  no  children. 

II.  Amanda  Langston,  the  daughter  of  Isaiah  and  Sarah  Celina 
Lawton  Langston,  was  born  September  15,  1851,  and  died 
April  3,  1920.  On  October  11,  1876,  she  married  George  T. 
Fisher.  Their  children: 

1.  Charles  T.  --  born  October  9,  1878.  He  married  Angie 
Harmon  on  January  20,  1901.  They  had: 

(1)  Beryl  Harmon 

2.  Edward  Rcscoe  born  January  18,  1882,  died  May  16,  1882. 

3.  Zaida  A.  —  born  January  23,  1885,  died  November  20,  1907. 

4.  Nora  Ethel  --  born  November  16,  1887,  married  Earl  Smith 
on  May  23,  1907.  They  had: 

(1)  William  Earl  --  born  December  9,  1908,  died  February 
13,  1920. 

(2)  Mabel  Louise  —  born  January  4,  1911,  died  May  22,1911. 

(3)  Herbert  Wesley  —  born  July  28,  1912.  He  married 
Freda  M.  Jones  on  July  24,  1937.  They  had: 

(a)  Peggy  Ann  —  born  January  4,  1939. 

(4)  Floyd  Thomas  --  born  December  30,  1916.  On  October 
16,  1937,  he  married  Rosemary  L.  Frederick.  They  had: 

(a)  Rosalie  Louise  Smith  —  born  February  12,  1939. 
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5.  Frank  Leslie,  born  November  24,  1892,  married  Rachel 
Harmon  July  8,  1914.  Their  children: 

(1)  Frank  Harmon  --  born  December  11,  1914 

(2)  Ralph  Bernard  --  born  November  19,  1916.  Married 
Freda  Rood,  October  15,  1938. 

(3)  Robert  Lee  —  born  February  12,  1920,  died  in  infancy. 

(4)  Richard  Lewis  —  born  August  3,  1922. 

6.  Floyd  Raymond  --  born  November  24,  1892.  On  February 
14,  1923,  he  married  Elizabeth  Parker.  Their  children: 

(1)  Floyd  Raymond,  Jr.  —  born  December  28,  1923 

(2)  Parker  Langston  --  born  October  19,  1926,  died  July 
5,  1931 

III.  Emma  L.  Langston,  the  daughter  of  Isaiah  and  Sarah  Celina 

Lawton  Langston,  w as  born  November  8,  1858,  and  died  January 
21,  1938.  She  married  John  W.  Devore  on  May  25,  1883.  To 
this  union  were  born: 

1.  Alva  --  born  April  15,  1885,  died  He  married  Emma 

Farrell.  To  this  union  were  born: 

(1)  Edna  --  married  and  has  several  children. 

(2)  Lillian  --  married  Sgt.  Granville  Lewis.  They  had 
three  children. 

(3)  Robert 

2.  Leroy  —  born  September  26,  1887.  He  married  Edith 
Grove  Speas  on  December  20,  1911.  To  this  anion  were  born 

(1)  Verna  Mae  ---  born  May  30,  1914. 

(2)  Russell  Leroy  ~~  born  September  13,  1921. 

3.  Amber  --  born  January  29,  1889.  She  married  Norris 
Beasley  on  January  27,  1915.  They  had: 

(1)  Edward  —  born  August  7,  1915.  He  married  Lois  Massey 
on  October  20,  1938. 

(2)  Martha  --  born  April  22,  1917. 

(3)  Ray  born  June  11,  1929 

(4)  Lloyd  --  born  June  11,  1929. 

4.  Lelah  --  born  January  27,  1891,  died  October  29,  1920. 
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5.  William  Emery  Devore,  born  Dec.  17,  1893, 
married  Alma  Lawrence  on  Aug.  3,  1915.  She 
died  October  25,  1918.  To  them  were  born: 

(1)  Cloris  Maxine,  born  August  23,  1916.  She 
married  Harold  vhi taker.  To  this  union 
.  were  born: 

(<_-)  Lawrence.  Eugene ;  born  June  25,  1935 

(b)  Kc-ron  Yvonne;  born  September  21,  19  37 

(c)  D  nna  Gale;  born  April  30,  1939. 

William  Emery  D-vore ' s  •  second  wife  was  Marie 
Lyster  v/hom  he  married  in  October  1919.  They 
are  now  divorced.  To.  them  was  born: 

(1)  William  Z. ;  born  1970. 

William  Emery  Devore  (Sr)  married  Ruth  Keith  in 
March  1923.  T-  this  union  were  born: 

(1)  Robert  Emery;  born  Feb.  25,  1924 

(2)  Mary  Ann;  born  Ji  by  21,  1928 

Robert  Emery  Devore  in  1942  is  in  the  U.  3. 
rival  Submarine  Service.  H-  was  injured  when 
his  submarine  was  rammed  and  sunk,  but  will 
return  to  service  soon. 

6.  Earl  Devore  --  born  July  27,  1897,  died  March  5, 
1931.  He  married  Lillian  Mae  Francis  on  May  22, 
1921,  on  her  birthday.  To  them  v/ere  born: 

1.  Gloria  Eileen;  born  May  11,  1922 

2.  Neal  F  -ancis;  born  Kcv.  22,  1925 

3.  Ec-.rl  Frederick;  born  J-  ly  1,  1926. 

Gloria  E' leen  married  R^llyn  Jof fries  on  August  7, 
1942. 

IV.  William  E  ery  Langston 
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William  F.mery  Langston,  the  son  of 
Lawton  Langston,  was  born  Lebruary 
Sophia  Dor  son  in  August,  1808.  To 


Isaiah  and  Sarah  Celiha 
7,  1°61.  He  married 
this  union  were  born: 


1.  'Cecils  --  born  July  3,  1889.  She  married  Trod  Vogt  on 
November  24,  1910.  To  them  were  born: 


(1)  Herbert  —  born  February  38,  1913. 

(2)  Marguerite  born  December  2,  1916. 

Herbert  —  born  July  16,  1892,  died  February  10, 


1904. 


Lffie  M .  Langston,  the  daughter  of  Isaiah  and  Sarah  Cel  in  a 
Lawton  Langston,  was  born  May  9,  1863,  and  'died  December  37, 
1940.  On  September  24,  1889,  she  married  Samuel  Billingsleys 
He  died  April  8,  1939.  They  were  members  of  the  Christian 
Church.  Mrs.  Billingsley  kindly  furnished  much  of  the  data 
concerning  the  descendants  of  her  father,  Isaiah  Langston, 

We  are  not  sure,  but  we  think  she  died  at  Greenwood, 

Indiana.  She  was  the  last  living,  child  of  her  father.  We 
regret  that  we  failed  to  learn  more  from  nor  concerning  her 
father,  but  we  were  new  in  the  stud'/  of  genealogy  at  that  time 
and.  we  overlooked  this  important  bit  of  information.  To 
the  Billingsleys  were  born: 


1,  Bynum  Langston  --  born  July  11,  1890.  He  married  Laura 
Ethel  Green  on  June  3,  1914.  To  this  union  were  born: 

(1)  Laura  Esther  --  born  February  7,  1917. 

(2)  James  Bynum  --  born  April  12,  19 '1. 

(3)  Henry  Green  --  born  February  17,  1924,  died  October- 
21,  1932. 

2.  Mabel  Octavia  --  born  October  17,  189?.  She  married 
Myrl  W.  Myers  on  January  1,  1914.  (Divorced).  To  this 
union  was  born: 


(1)  Mildred  Muriel  --  born  November  23,  1916. 
J.  D.  Matthews  March  22,  1935. 


She  married 


o . 


Ruby  Augusta  —  born  August  2, 
V7.  Sheek  on  September  24,  1917. 


189 7 .  She  ma r  r io  d  Ra Iph 
Their  children: 


(1)  Richard  Norman  (adopted)  --  born  June  25,  1927. 

(2)  Dorothy  Jeannette  --  born  December  5,  1929. 

(3)  Philip  Langston  --  born  November  22,  1932. 

4.  Mary  Jeanette  --  born  January  20,  1900 .  She  married 
F.  Lee  DeBusk  on  May  17,  1924. 
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Mrs.  Mabel  Myers  lives  at  Martinsville,  Indiana.  Mrs. 
Ruby  Sheek  lives  at  Franklin,  Indiana. 


Hiram  Bennett  and  Hannah  Day  Langston 

Hiram  Bennett  Langston,  the  son  of  Bennett  and  Mary  Brown 
Langston,  was  born  August  29,  1813,  in  Union  County,  Indiana, 
and  died  at  Connersville ,  Indiana,  on  June  17,  1888.  He  married 
Hannah  Day  on  January  1,  1832.  She  was  born  May  25,  1810  and 
died  January  25,  1871.  Regarding  him,  his  niece,  Mrs.  Della 
Winters,  says,  "I  remember  Hiram  Langston  and  his  wife.  They 
lived  in  Connersville,  Indiana,  and  died  there.  I  was  quite 
young  but  remember  how  they  looked  and  just  a  few  things 
about  them.  He  was  stocky-built  and  tall  enough.  I  think 
he  had  dark  eyes.  He  had  very  heavy  eyebrows  and  was  stern¬ 
looking,  She  was  tall  and  dark  and  a  good  woman.  I  think 
they  were  Baptists  but  am  not  sure.  I  don't  know  his  occupa¬ 
tion.  He  was  old  when  I  saw  him  and  wasn't  working.  His 
hair  was  gray  when  I  saw  him,  and  hers  was  dark  and  gray 
with  it.  I  don't  know  whether  he  was  in  the  war  or  not." 


Descendants  of  the  Children  of  Hiram.  Bennett 
and  Hannah  Day  Langston 

I.  Eliza  Jane  Langston,  the  daughter  of  Hiram  Bennett  and 
Hannah  Day  Langston,  was  born  December  10,  1832,  and  died 
in  Grant  County,  Indiana.  She  married  a  Mr.  Grant.  To 
them  were  born  six  children  whose  names  are  now  unknown, 

II.  Sylvester  Langston,  the  son  of  Hiram  Bennett  and  Hannah 
Day  Langston,  was  born  October  6,  1834,  and  was  killed 
during  the  Battle  of  the  Wilderness  (May  5-7,.  1864)  during 
the  Civil  War.  He  had  one  daughter: 

1.  Emma  Langston.  She  married  Frank  pharney  of  Iowa,  she 
is  now  dead. 

III.  Lewis  Langston,  the  son  of  Hiram  Bennett  and  Hannah  Day 

Langston,  was  born  October  27,  1836,  and  died  July  18,  1911, 
He  was  unmarried.  He  served  in  the  civil  War  in  the  36th 
Indiana  Volunteers. 

IV.  Edgehill  Langston,  the  son  of  Hiram  Bennett  and  Hannah  Day 
Langston,  was  born  September  6,  1838,  and  died  March  2,  1911. 
He  had  one  son: 

1.  John,  died  March,  1931.  He  lived  at  Seymour,  Indiana, 
and  was  unmarried. 
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V.  Lmaline  Langston,  the  daughter  of  Hiram  Bennett  and  Hannah 
Day  Langston,  was  born  September  7,  1840,  and  died  January 
13,  1897.  She  married  a  Mr.  Crawford.  They  lived  in 
Grant  County,  Indiana.  There  were  no  children. 

VI.  Sarah  Ann  Langston,  the  daughter  of  Hiram  Bennett  and  Hannah 
Day  Langston,  was  born  August  17,  1843,  and  died  August  20, 
1889.  She  married  David  Rigor  on  January  1,  1872.  They 
had  five  children: 

1.  Charles  --  born  July  11,  1876,  died  October  31,  1932. 

He  married  Bessie  Jerman  on  June  3,  1896.  She  was  born 
June  21,  1877,  Their  child: 

(1)  Ruby  --  born  June,  1897.  She  married  Francis  Schrank 
on  September  21,  1917.  He  was  born  January  6,  1893, 
They  have: 

(a)  Norma  Jean  —  born  November  24,  1918. 

12)  Mildred  —  born  July  7,  1902.  Died  in  infancy. 

(?>)  ~IX>rothy  —  born  March  24,  1904. 

(4jl  "ifilbur  --  born  August  24,  1906.  He  married  Irene  Spacy 
on  September  12,  1932.  She  was  born  November  4,  1905. 

VII.  Leander  Langston,  the  son  of  Hiram  Bennett  and  Hannah  Day 

Langston,  was  born  April  1,  1846,  and  died  April  1,  1921,  at 
Muncie,  Indiana.  He  served  in  the  Civil  War.  He  married 
Alice  Blue,  They  had: 

1.  Rosalie  Carles,  Indianapolis,  Indians.  A 

L  <.E<!ON_Ci  UU  I  /=£  AS  BESSIE  CAMPCtU-. 

VIII.  Henrietta  Langston,  the  daughter  of  Hiram  Bennett  and  Hannah 
Day  Langston,  was  born  December  24,  1949,  and  died  May  12, 
1896,  She  married  John  \V.  Coe  on  March  19,  1872.  To  rhem 
were  born: 

1.  Carrie  burn  May  1,  1873.  She  married  Joseph  Klipple 

on  September  2,  1896.  He  was  born  July  6,  1863,  They  have 

(1^  Bessie  —  born  June  7,  1911. 

2.  Anna^erLe  —  born  February  9,  1875,  died  November  11, 

1891,  She  became  an  adopted  daughter  of  Hiram  Bennett 
Langs tun . 
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IX.  Henry  Langston,  the  son  of  Hiram  Bennett  and  Hannah  Day 

Langston,  was  born  April  4,  1852,  and  died  January  27,  192^, 

He  married  Fannie  Clark  on  May  4,  1873.  She  was  born 
January  18,  1857,  and  died  November  14,  1917.  Their  children: 

1.  Minnie  Ella  --  born  November  20,  1874.  She  married 
Jesse  W.  Harlan  on  December  24,  1891.  He  was  born 
December  26,  1871. 

2.  John  --  born  September  26,  1889.  He  married  Alta 
Callahan  on  July  20,  1912.  She  was  born  July  22,  1892. 
Their  children: 

(1)  Elsie  May  —  born  June  4,  1913.  She  married  Jerald 
Tinkle  on  September  30,  1939.  He  was  born  August  11, 

1911. 
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(2)  Doris  Earl  --  born  September  21,  1915.  He  married 
Alice  Elizabeth  Finch  on  April  2,  1940.  She  was 
born  March  26,  1918. 

(3)  -j  h  o  aa  AS  he.f'i  R\f  -  S  o  H  n  vj  oLy  Y,  i<t/  f 

(=§r)  Frank  —  born 'October  11,  1895,  died  September  19, 

1938.  He  married  Bessie  Showalter  on  August  17,  1919. 


X.  John  Langston,  the  son  of  Hiram  Bennett  and  Hannah  Day 
Langston,  was  born  March  13,  1860,  and  died  in  infancy. 


Descendants  of  Henrietta  Langston, 
the  Daughter  of  Bennett 
and  Mary  Brown  Langston 

Henrietta  Langston,  the  daughter  of  Bennett  and 
Mary  Brown  Langston,  was  born  October  10,  1820,  and  died 
February  24,  1383.  She  married  Archibald  M.  Kennedy  on  May  10, 
1841.  Regarding  her,  Mrs.  Della  Winters  says^,  "Henrietta 
married  a  Kennedy  --  Archibald  Kennedy.  You  have  Emmett’s 
picture  I  sent  you.  He  was  her  son.  He  was  up  in  the  90’ s 
when  he  died  at  Rushville.  They  lived  near  Rushville,  Indiana, 
when  I  was  a  little  girl  and  I  remember  being  at  their  place. 
They  (Henrietta  and  her  husband)  were  quite  well-to-do  and  I 
thought  their  house  was  so  big.  She  was  short  and  real  heavy, 
but  don’t  know  what  color  of  eyes.  I  think  they  were  blue. 

She  was  a  fine  woman.  I  think  she  belonged  to  the  Christian 
Church."  Information  concerning  her  descendants  is  very 
limited,  but  we  pass  on  such  as  we  have.  She  had  one  known  son: 

1.  Emmett  Loren  —  born  July  5,  1846,  died  December  13,  1938. 
He  was  a  pioneer  bridge  builder,  having  built  about  fifty 
covered  bridges,  many  of  which  are  still  in  use.  His 
known  children  are: 
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1  *  -m? 

2i  Mrs.  C.  H.  Tompkins,  Pasadena,  California. 

3.  Mrs.  Harry  McMiliin,  Ging,  Indiana 

4.  Leonidas  L.  --  Rushville,  Indiana. 

5.  Charles  B.  --  Mays,  Indiana. 

6.  Carl  A.  —  Shelbyville,  Indiana. 

7.  John  T7 .  —  Batesville,  Indiana. 

Emmett  in  1938  had  ten  grandchildren. 

s  /  sf  f  »- 

I.  Emily  Kennedy,  the  daughter  of  Emmett  Loren  Kennedy,  was 
born  May  23,  1850,  and  died  four  miles  northeast  of 
Rushville,  Indiana,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  She  was 
born  in  Alpine,  Fayette  County,  Indiana.  She  came  to  Rush 
County  as  a  small  child  and  lived  there,  all  of.  her  life. 
She  married  Joseph  F.  Coleman  in  1869,  but  was  early  left 
a  widow  with  five  children.  Her  surviving  children  are: 

1*  Mrs.  Vernon  F.  Marsters,  Rushville,  Indiana. 

2.  Mrs.  T.  J.  Williamson,  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

3.  Mrs.  F.  S.  Crockett,  Lafayette,  Indiana. 

4.  Thomas  A.  Coleman,  Lafayette,  Indiana.  (Member  of 
Fur duo  University  faculty) . 

5*  Dr.  W.  S.  Coleman,  Carthage,  Indiana. 

Two  grandsons  are  known: 

i  v 

1*  Thomas  C.  Williamson,  Wilmington,  Delaware. 

2.  Joseph  \7.  r'illiamson,  New  York  City. 
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